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PREPARATION 


DEBALH. 
; WITH 

Comforts againſt the Fears of ap= 
proaching Death : And Conſolation 
againſt immoderate Grief, for "th 
loſs of Friends. : 


By the Autho? of the Devout Companig 5 ; 


| AI the Days of my appointed time will Z 
watt, till my Change come, Job L4. 14. 3 


LONDON, 


Printed for Henry Rhodes next Bride Lane in 
þ. Flet-ſtreet, 1690. ; 


Price Bound One Shilling, 


I 
- - -. " . 
= . « = - 
bd o 


T OTH K- 


TRULY HONOURED 


Madam, 


Onur vertuous Requeſts, to whith - 
your Merit s | the force of. 

a Commandment, oblig'd me to ſend * 
wy Devout Companion ito the © 
World; and,Madam. ſince it hath mes | 
with /o Candid « reception by your La- 
dyſbip whoſe early Piety pres ſo exe 
emplary ; a Second Obligation pre- 
ſents it ſelf, wherein 1 + on it a 
_ of ' Sacrileage to defraud you of 
k:;ing' « Patroneſs to that, whish-you 


may ſo juſtly challenge. 
-—_ Prayer * 


EQ 


/ The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
| Prayer and Meditation are the 
| Golden Rules towards a good Life;and 
' mwecan never miſcarry in this dark 
World, if we walk by the Light of 
4 ſincere Conſcience : For with theſe 

.Holy Guides we implore the Almizgh- 
"#y, tO cleanſe: our Hearts from afl 
' wain and unlawful Thoughts, our 
' Mouth ' from all fooliſh and idle 
Words, and our whole Lives from all 
wicked and unprofitable Deeds. 

* That which 1 offer now, Madam, 

'f0 your Divine Conſideration , "is 
"Mortality ; a 7 heme which ſome ne- 
wer care to hear of, others. are ne- 
| *oljpent in: prepating: for it, and 
 <ariy-:. uſe. their utmoſt endeavours 
£0. put: tt, a5 an Evil day; far. from 
them ; but all their -Strategems are 
3n vain, for Death is. ſo potent, 
' wand bears ſuch ſway; that none'can 
' -refpft his. invincible Power, none is 
exermpied from the. ſilent Grave, nor 
none knows haw ſoon they may be 
called ; Well-complexton'd Nature, 

| | inaeea , 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
indeed, may ſtruggle here for atime, 
but at laſt muſt yield it ſelf to that 
pale Meſſenger. 

Our chief Buſineſs here, is to trim 
our Lamps, and be vigilant ; to ſow 
the immortal Seed of Hope, and ex- 


pect hereafter to reap the increaſe : | 


To deprecate the Almighty, nt to- 
. Cut us off in the miaſt of our Folly ; 
nor ſuffer us to expire with our Sins 
' #nvardoned : But to make us firſt rea« 
dy for that Celetial Kjngdom.,. and 
then to receive us into eternal Glory: 
This, Madam, #s the only intent 
of this enſuing Treatiſe: and may . 
theſe - ſbort , but plain Direftions © 


have that influence on thoſe Perſons, - | 


which ſtand in weed of theſe Di- 
vine Truths, is the hearty ana ear- 


neſt Prayer of, 


Madam, 
Your humble 
and Faithful Servant, 
in Chriſt Jeſus, 
A 4 ®&.. 5 


| O: — thy Greater; bd 
- If - was ont:of the: choice Ex- 
' . preflions 'muthe Royal Prea-. 
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PREPARATION 


FOR, 


DEATH: 


-Mellcidion: | 


Upon remembring our Creator it te. 
_— of our Towþo, , 


cher's Sermon : Fer who 1s- 
he that is Young,” knows whether he: 
ſhall live.'to he! QlId:?! and yetithar 
voice which, —_ tholſe. words, | 


Ay 


4 A Funevadl Gift : Or, 
loud to the whole Univerſe, is ſcarce 
Audible in the ines of many. 


This is one of .the Divine Chanter's 
moſt harmonious Leſſons ; and yet 
the. ſordid World is not pteasd with 
the Tune : *Tis a wonder ! that the 
beſt of SchooE-Mafters, ſhould have fo 
few Diſciples, being his Rhetorick is 
\*o Divine and Excellent : and-yet it is 
"x Text,- which though they wilt nei- 
ther hear nor read, they cannot chuſe 
but ſee, for the whole World upon it 
is a Commentary : every Creature we 
behold Preaches this Docrine, which 
we Afupinely ſleep out with our Eyes 


PPEIL | 
ET HE. 


- Nature wears this Memento in her 

Forehead ; the very. brute Beaſts in 
<hiscan reaſon with ns ; and Man could 
not {o ſoon forget his Maker, did he 
but remember himfelf : But alas, Youth 
ores not tobe put in mind of a Hea- 
-venly Being, 'twould clog his Memory 
- and make him think of ' his Prayers 
too often. - 2 


- 'Piety wilt but cool his Blood, Reli- 


þ Bommakes him look Old; the thoughts 


> 


——_—— I OE I WT COSI 


4 Preparation for Death. $9 
of Heaven and the other World, will 
create ih him a greater Gravity than 
becomes his years : his Sanguine Com- 
plexion informs him, he. 15s not in a 
fir Temper to ſtudy Divine things, he 
may ſerve God time enough;' when he 
'15 at leifure. - 


Thus theſe temporal Obje&s of 
Pleafure, drive away our thoughts from _ 
Celeſtial Dignitics , and thoſe - 
Joys which attend it. We can-ipend 
the Beauty of ' our years' in Viee, and _- 
think to pleaſe well enough with. 
the Deformities of old Age : We can. 
revel away our Piety and Time in vai. 
Delights and Pleaſures, and think our * -} 
ſelves ſtrong enough to force Heafeh, . | 
and ' become” Religibus when -we* are - 
withered with- infirmities, and? have 
nothing” left- us 'but Repentance and a 
Tomb. VI | - 


We. are: ſo well ſatisfied with"the- 
ſiveetnels 'of 'Senſe, that we' are' cares - © 

 Ie6:of any other Felicity ; andi{o-mach : 

— Ay the H wn -of- Sint-/ 

ning freely, that we could willingly 
of tliat Religion; where: Vige=is motl 

ks 


— 


4 if Favor « Gifes, er, Þ. 
| VIAL. | 

'We Place our Devotion 'with the 
Epicyre in Natures'riots ; Sportful mt 

afe our Religious Exerciſes, and 
erMON is 45.Qir tO Us..25 a Fu- 

hr -to-hear of our end in the midſt 
of our Jollity, ſounds like -the Lecture 
of Death, and the unwelcome Echo of 
the Grave. Let the Preacher exhort 
us never ſo well, to remember our 
Maker, we had rather follow ' Satan's 
Doetrine to enjoy the World as Jong 
a5 -we can;: and think of Heaven ors 
we have nothing elfs to do. 


The Prayer. 


Xord,ſhall the-Euſts ofthe Poets, 

- be greater in my Soul $hdn th 
| love of thee? Shallthe temporary De- 
| bon of Sin drown-the memory of thy 
 ' Glory? my Life is. but a Span, and 
yet beſcech thee, ſhorten that rather 


\ han ic ſhould be. ſpent in a.negiet of 


- thee: better this cantbly Tabernacle 
A ſhould be fire. pM become a 
» Theawe for $1 10 revel in. 
ax= mo. pay: 'Namre her due Dekit; 
ner than perhaps ſhe would eall for 
i; 


&Preperayeuyor Death, 5 
it, rather than run an Score with thy | 
Juſtice : 'Tis better I ſhould die. and be 
loft in the Memory of the World, than 
ever forget thee : thou formedſt me 
from nothing, not to fin, but-to ſerve 
thee, and-.haſt imprinted in me a Ray 
of thy ſelf, that I might not ſeek my 
own, but thy Will,nor purſue the World, 
but Heaven. . £ 


Make me therefore to ſee the folid 
and” raviſhing Conſolation that 155 ih. 
ſerving thee ; and that ' joy. which ac- 
companies thy Grace, that 10: I may 
no longer follow my Sens but my $a- 
Ar : it is none of the leaſt Sins. of ior + 
Youth, that we. are.careleſs and forgorfill * 9 
of thee our Creator : and' no worider © 3 
we are fo inſenſible of the joys toicomg, > 
that live in ſuch a conſtarit and cont$- 
nued neglect of _ ©. 

Make me. thereiove, Omy 
Conſider, that had I the: Fraitiexs-*6f 
/ all that gary bo ode 'T 
 ſhauld notonly be fatisfied,' bur: izvtht;: - 

end find how . miſcrable he is, chat ſer- 
teth his Heart on any: thing, but thy 
{ef3: teach me.therefore foto enjey the 
World; that Hlaſg: nor: thee, nor- the 
Ot Memory 


to 


/ 


6 A FuneralGifro Or 


5 <a of. Humours;' —_ 


oe E 


Memory of that Bleſſed evan thou 
haſt' promiſed to them that ' honour, 
and truly fear thee. Amer, . 


— 
> —_—— — —_ — 


"Meditation IL 
The remembrance of Death, @ powerful 


4 Remedy againſt Sin. 


"He ſerious remembrance of Dearh 
ſhakes off all:Senſe of Vanity, and | 
turns Honey i into Wormwood, andithe n 


| Expedtation of it, faith Chry{o oftom, PCr- 


mits us: not to be ſenſible of thoſe De- 
{lights and Pleaſures,which we daily. en- 
-j0y; and-indeed what is it not able to 
perform ? When duly conſidered; it not 


 only:takes Poſſeſſion of ſome parts; but 


on the TINT of Man's Body. 
; Death ſpares no Age, nor Sex, .nor 


hear ; any i reſpe& ito degrees of Dig- 


ze: Young, die as ſoo as; the 
\ and the. Infanc may: end- its _ 
Gaye ii the Cradle ;: ſome may: 


# —_ laſt Breath, 7 Po 44 a Ul; 


by aflow-: (2 OT: z quick | 


' © 4 Preparation for Deith. +7 
preſſed” with the Waves of AfMiiction, 
and others may be Thunder-ſtruck from 
Heaven. —_ | 


Among fo many dubious, various 
and ſudden” Accidents, what Security, 
or what Appetite can 'we find to'fin 
amidſt | ſo 'many' incertainties ? There- 
fore ſince we die daily, let us think up- 
on Times Hour-Glafs, where the Sand 
empties the upper Glafs and' fills'the 
lower ; and conſider it isfo with Life, 
every moment fomething ſlides away, 
the preſent Life empties and flows'into 
another. ' Nothing here 1s certain to ns, 
not the hour of the Day, nor a-mo- 
ment of Tine. + OE 04] 


: TV. 

- Happy are they whe'wiftly uſe-eve. 
ry day and hour, as their laſtj'-and em . 
ploy every moment of 'time towards 
the ſecuring their Eternity. - They-will 
with readineb © abſtain ' from! thei? 
wickedneſles, 'who believe everyilic 
and-moment decreed to! be thei 1a 
Contd we beftow onithe:improverntient 
of our: Souls, the time we To vainily*tri- 
fle away,our w_ would be ſhort enoagh; 
norto Tecm tedious ; and long etioagh 
£ finith” our -appointed Task... ':-*- ! 


F FTFm —_ 
W +. 4 1 »* R < 
= L 
>; "08 ", 


$ "4 PFanordl 
V. | 

O vain and fruitleſs Hope ! how many 
doſt thou deceive and flatter, with thy 
deluding Promiſes of old Age, and yet 
cutteſt them off in the midft of their 
ak ! "That may happen to one,which 
appens to many. - How many has 

* Death prevented in the midſt of their 
” Excefs of wickedneſs, and cut off half 
the Crime? How many fall with a 
mind full of revenge, though with an 
innocent hand * How many haye been 
ſnatch'd away ini the Attempt; and have 


Gift : Or, 


regtived the due reward of their Impie- J 
ties? many in the very moment of -a | 


wigked Action begun, have been forc'd þ 
to leave their evil -— infiniſh'd. :. 
L 


_ --Now Jhowldft thou / be in the num- 
ber. of thoſe; what hour ?' Nay, what 
moment 45 more certain to thee, than 
to. another ?. who can expect a Crime 
from ſach-a thought * when with thac 
ihe:he exptds Death, and: with 
th,,uſt- Panithmanb? No prudent 
Man, will ſport inthemidit of a Storm, 
of av the brink of a Precipice contrive- 
miſchief. No man is facetious, being 
org; the. pudfti of: bis. armed 
S Y PRC : 


- "I. * 


4 Preparatiag for Death. 9 
pine and careleſs is he, who in the per- 
petual fear of Death, when every hour 
15: dubions, every moment-- uncertain, 
darcs preſume on thoſe things which 
procure an unhappy Death to Eter- 
nity 2 E | 
42M 

O foaliſh and wnwiſe't. Whithes .do 
we jun on, 48 2 full Career, .and ha- 
ſten ſo much to be puniſh'd for ever 2? 
Why do we nat betimes- follow that 
prudent Council of the Son of Syrach, 
who hike a wie ,School-Maſter - deli- 


| vers $0.0s:this Epithete : Js all 1hy twark-, 


| faith be, yonapter thy latter end, - aud 
$ 190u ſhalt not far. | 


Prayers ageinft ſudden Dearh. 


A Lanighnty: and everlaſting God,who 
at finſt_breatheſt into Man the 
Breath of Life, whereby. he became 2 
living Soul : But when thou- takeſt a- 
Way i that Breath He dics, [and is turn 

again co tais Duſt from -whenge he was 
taken. Tiook upon mg,T beleach thee 
an Mercy, thraugh the Merits of thy 


| | alone Son in whom thou art well plea- 


high manner provoked thy Juſtice. wy 
W-£! 1/7 £ 


fed, and not on my Sins who have in a ' 


10 ' A Funeral Gift, Or: 
his -agony and bloody Sweat, Þy- his 


; bitter Death, the Price of my.Redemp- 
tion, deliver me from ſudden and un- 


provided Death. 
IE 


O Bleſſed Jeſu ! by all thy Labours 


and Pains, by thy precious Blood and 
facted Wounds, by thy laſt Exclama- 
tions, and bitter Crys upon the Crof, 
My God, my God, why haſt thou forfaken 
me ? Father into thy hands I commend my 


; Spirit. Moſt earneſtly I beſeech thee, |; 


not to haſten my Departure out of this 

- World in thy heavy Diſpleafure, but 
in thy tender Pity and Compatlion, 
remember that I am Duſt and Aſhes; 
thou haſt made me; and formed - me 
throughout, O do not ſuddenly.caft me 
Headlong from thee, into the Lake that 
- 'buths with Fire arid Brimeſtone,  ffom 
whence there is no'Redemption. * Buc 
Grant me [I beſeech thee, a hearty.and 
ſmcereRepentance,a true ſorrow for fin, 
a broken and contrite Heart,which chou 
O God:wile not deſpiſe : That 1o living 
here in thy fear, :I' may: at the laft die 
in thy Favour, and Praiſe -and Bleſs 
thee to all Eternity. | 


ten, band bd heed bend of Foy, roof 


= 
_ 


"© Se -a& 


 Medita-f|_ 
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Meditation TIL 


What Life is. 


Ife* is as a Flower of the Field, 
which in the Morning is green, 
but in the Evening it is dryed up and 
» I withered ; it is as ſmoke which alcends 
*Fup and vaniſheth to nothing ;- it” is a 
Yybubble, Duſt, Froth, a drop of Dew; 
Fit is Ice, a Rain-bow, a waſted Torch, 
* $a Spring-day, a moſt. inconſtant April, 
Th a Spiders-web, a: ſlender Stalk, a1inall 
» | Cloud, a Bladder fall of Wind. _ 
1. NC ae S. 
| Life is like - brittle Glaſs, - a tender 
*| Leaf, a fine: Silk Thread, | a Golden 
J Apple, fair to : che: Eyes, but- infirm 
S-within.- Many ſuch: things” may the 
{| Lite of Man. be | compared to,” whoſe 
{| Body is ſubject ro many Diſeaſes -and 
I Pains while it lives here, and ar laſt to 
4 Death ir ſelf ; and ther it: is: fo far 

trom being prized and valued,” that it 

1s not to-be eridured-above; Ground, 
but laid to rot in the Earth, and be- 

1 come. a Fealt for. Worms. : FOG 
| JIE | 
| Poor miſerable; Mortals ! what. Ri 
has e's - ches 


12 MA Funerdl Gift: Or, 
ches do we ſeem to heap up, what He 
nours. do we inveſt our ſclyes withaly 
and what Pleaſures do we pretend tc 

enjoy ? Yet all theſe are but a Dream 

ſhort and vain : They have ſlept out thei 
ſleep, and all the Men whoſe bands were 
mighty have found nothing , ays. thc ( 
Pſalmiſt, Pal. 76.5, O Man, thou, 
dreameſt thon wert Happy and Bleſſed] p 
But of all thoſe things which you en , 
joyd, and hopad for, what do. you re f 
tain? Theſe were the Dreams of 'tholef x 
that - wak'd, and the meer Toys of 

IV. 


Lite therefore, what is it ? Seek but 
to know, and you ſoon will find, that 
the time-of humane Life is: a Point ; 
Nature, Inconſtancy : Senſe, Obſcu-f , 
rity : And the whole Body a Compo-f 
Jure eaſily corrupted. The mind 'ro-||* 
ving and unſtable ; Honours, Smoke ||| 
—_ es, —_ and Briars ; Plealures, ||| 
Porton ; and all things appertaining- to] | 
tlie:Body, are like a River which yields 
.bath Salt water  and' Freſh. : Every 
thing accommodating the mind, is a} 
Dream. Life is indeed a Warfare, | 
as St. Fames tells us, and the Habitation ||. 
off a Stranger in aforeign Land - The 

| | IF tOIC- 


——ﬀ Xe. 


« Preparation for Death. 13. 
Sore-houſe of innumerable Miferies , 


OF and Fame after Death is buried in 
. Oblivion. 


n 


The Prayer. 
4 
m4 FN Lord, what is our Life ? It is but 
| 'a Vapour which is ſoon vaniſhed 
WJ and gone : thou haſt given us aſhort 
uy Portion of time on this ſide the Graye ; 
H our Condition is vain, unſatisfied and 
c4 full of di{quiet, and we have no hope 
# but in thee, O Lord: O teach us to 
X number our days, that we. may apply 
our Hearts unto Wiſdom, to remem- 
ber, and to know onr latter end, that 

- lo we may never 7 againft thee. 
Ti Grant that we may live, as thotigh 
uy we were always dying, being'of mor- 
0-| tified Souls and Bodies, of bridled 
0 Tongues and Afﬀections, and that in- 
* 3þ ftead: of heaping up Riches, we may 
Sf {trive for a Treaſure of good Works, 
Ol laying up in Store for the time to come, 
that having recoyered our Strength, 
{loſt by the Commiſfion of our Sins, 
a4 when we go hence and are no more 
©,i ſeen, we may have a reſidence in thoſe: 


nl | Ir 4 
* teavcnly Manſions on are Preps: 


w_ 


14 A. Funeral Gift : Or,” 
red by thee cur Lord and Saviour , 
Amen, |. | [ 


M4 


mm 


Meditation TV. 


That : we. ought continually to. watch and 


pray. 


.V V _ Becauſe ye know not at what hour 
the Scn of Man will come. "The Romans 
watch'd in their Arms, yet ſometimes 
without their , Shield, that they.might 
have nothing to reſt upon. to attract 
them to ſleep: it is theretore thy Duty, 
O drowzy Mortal; to watch with vi- 
gour, and well armed. Ardent Prayers 
to the Almighty, -are the true Arms of, 
Chriſtians ; and the Shield which: en-, 
courages ſleep, is the-vain hope of a 
longer Lite. - - 


' The frequent Cries of the Roman 
Soldicrs, were, Wake, Wake.. Thus they 
Encouraged ong another. to Conftancy 
in watching : The Heavens themſelves, 

the ſeat of God's Glory, waking, and 
-. Inceſlantly toyling , . admoniſh thee 


to 


$. - 


Atch, ſaid our Bleſſed Lord, 


a Preparation for Death. 15 
to watch. If thou art not grown deaf 
like the Adder,or fallen afleep in Carnal 
ſecurity, hear the. Voice of . Chriſt, 
Watch and Pray : and St..Mgrk in his 
holy Goſpel tells thee, that Chriſt in 
the Concluſion of his Sermon, thrice 
repeats theſe Words : Mark 13. Take 
ye heed, watch and pray, for you know. not 
when the time is, Verle 33. ; Secondly, 
Watch ye therefare, for ye know not when 


fl the Maſter of the houle cometh, at Even,. 


or at Midnight, or at the Ccck crowing, or 
in the Morning, left Coming ſuddenly he 
find you ſleeping, Verle 35, 36. Laltly, 
And what I ſay unto you, T ſay unto you all, 
Watch, Verie 37. - | 


HI. | 
And with the ſame Admonitions, by 


» the mouth of St. Matthew, he crys to 


us, Watch ye therefore, for ye know not 
what hour your Lord doth come, Matt. 24. 
42. and again, Watch therefore, for ye 
know neither the day, nor the hour, where- 
in the Son of Man cometh, Matt. 25. 13. . 
the ſame he repeats,- upon the Mount 
of Olives, Watch and pray, that ye enter 
not into Totytevien, N09: 26,41. 


2X Upon the ſame Text, he Preaches 


in St. Luke's Goſpel, Watch ye-therefare,, 
a 


16 '4Fdngdt Gift: Or, 
and pray always, Loke pr. 36. the ſame 
watchfulneſs, how often doth- St. Paw/ 
reiterate theſe Claps of Thunder up- 
on' us, to awaken us from ſleep. We 
are deaf, yea dead indeed, if theſe loud 
Exhortations wilt not roufe us- Who- 
ever thon art that ſleepeſt inVieiouſheF, 
awake-: Thon canſt riot plead. igno- 
rance, in the Zgyprravs fate, when the 
deſtroying Angel 'entred "Egypt , and 
made a vaſt Slaughter, both upon Man 
and Beaſt, fo that Phayaofs heart was 
hardened to his own Deſtruftion. 


Remember the ot of the ter Vir- 


 gins, when there was -at Midnight, # 

great Cry made, and they that were 
repar'd were admitted to the Nuptials; 
t the drowfie Sleepers were excluded; 
 Doſft thon remember the Folly of the 
gluttonous Servant , when his Lord 
came unlook'd for, and at an hour when 
he leaſt thought of him? Or haſt thon 
conſider d the vigilant Maſter of his 
_ Family, who wakes at all hours, thar 


the Thief can have no opportunity to | 


break the honſe open. And Eaſtly, doſt 


-., thou remember thy Saviour was born at 


Midnight, -and peradventure he may 


- come at that hour to judge the Una- 
wh verle. 


| 
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verſe. Therefore watch, as if. every 
day were thy laſt. - 


The Prayer. 


| (JÞaciou God, let thy Grace reform 


our Lives and Manners, that we 
may . watch diligently,. and'pray with- 
out Ceaſing : keep our mouth from 
ſlander, guile and deceit : let us never 
incline to Actzons of injuſtice or un- 
cleanneſs, in partaking with Thieves, 
or Adulterers, either in their Sin or 
Puniſhment ; that when thou who art 
the righteous God of the World, ſhalt 
appear in perie& Beauty, with a con- 
lyming Fire before thee, and a,Tempeſt 
roundabout thee, with 'Igrrours 'and- 
glorious Majeſty, - calling the Heavens 
and ,the Earth together, to judge thy 
People, thou mayſt gather us among 
thy Saints in Glory. 
IL 
O let the day-{pring of thy Favour, 
viſit us from on high, that we may {gek 
thee with 'an carly Devotion, purſue 
after thee, with a Conſtant and Active 
Induſtry, and at laſt poſſeſs thee with 
che firm Comprehenſions of Love and 
Charity : That in this World. we look- 
B - ing 
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ing for thee in Holineſs of Living, long-' 
ing and thirſting after thee” with fer- 
vent Deſires, may for. ever hereafter, 
behold thy Power and Glory. Give 
ns the Mercigs and the Portion of thine 
ihheticines, Ohit ſo" we may Honour, 
thee, by an eternal Oblation of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving in the higheſt Hea- 
vens. Amen. | 


—_—— "a”—_ —_— : —_—. wy. ——_—_— 
w—_—_— —p » 
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 * Meditation's Vi. 
Death: often to be thought of. 


AA Any in this World live, as if they 
'V 1 thotighptliey thould never die,nor 
in the leaſt: conſider their Latter end. 
It was a Cuſtorne - with fome of 'old, 
whenſoever they intended a ſumptu- 
ous Feaſt, to put a Deaths-head into a 
Diſh, and ſerve it up unto the Table. 
H. di T0 
Which being meant for a fienificant, 
:though ſitent Orator, to plead for 'Tem- / 
-perance and- Sobriety, by minding 
en of their Mortality, and that the - 
end -of their cating ſheuld be to hve, 
_ anf{thatrve enle? theirliving ftould 


dw 


be to dye, and the end of their dying 
to-live tor ever, (for even the Heathens 
who denied the RefurreAvon of the 
Body, did yet believe the'immortalit 
of the Soul, ) was look'd upon by x 
ſober and conſidering Gueſts, as the 
wholſomeſt part of their Entertain- 
ment. 

III. | 


And ſince *tis true, ( what is faid by 
Solomon ) that Sorrow is better than 
I anghter, for by the ſadneſs of the 
Countenance the Heart 15 made better ; 
Whereupon the Royal Preacher concludes 
it better of the two, for a Man to go 
into the Houſe of Mourning. I can- 
not but reaſon - within my elf, thar 
when the Heart of Fools 1s in the 
Houſe of Mirth, there can be nothing 
more friendly, or more agreeable to 
their wants, than to invite ſuch Men 


to the Houſe of Mourning, and there. 


to treat them with a Character of the 
moſt troubleſome Lite of Man, (which 
being impartially provided, will ferve 
as well as a Death's-head,) during the 
time of their floating in this Valley of 
Tears. | 
TV. | 
For this is uſeful to all, by way of.In- 
B 2 {truion, 
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{truction, not to be amorous of a Lite, 
which is not only ſo ſhort, as that it 
cannot be kept long ; but withal fo full 
of trouble, as that tis hardly worth 
keeping. Nor by conſequence to doat 
on a flattering World, which is 1o lit- 
tle to be enjoyed ; and its Enjoyments 
alſo fo full of vexatious mixtures. 
V. 

Again 'tis uſeful to encourage us, 
not to ſtand in fear of Man, that muſt 
ſubmit to- the King of Terrours, and 
whilſt, he lives . can but kill the Body. 
Nor to {cruple at the paying that com- 
mon Debt we owe to Religion, as - 
well as Nature ; that God may give 
us an Acquittance, as well as Mortali- 
ty : We having received. an Enfurance 
from the infallible undertaker, that the 
way both to fave, and prolong a Life, 
15 Religiouſly to loſe it, or lay it 
down. b 

VL 


Again it is uſeful to admoniſh ns, 
(after the mcaiure that we are negli- 
gent,). to Merchandize with the "Ta- 
tent of our time, for the unſpeakable 
advantages of Lite eternal ; and to do 
all the work we can, whilſt it is Day, 


becauſe, the Night cometh, when we 


ſhall 
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ſhall be able to work no more. 


VIL 

Laſtly, it mindeth us as to be doing, 
becauſe our Lord cometh, and is at 
| hand: fo to be vigilant and watchiul, 
becauſe we know not in what hour. 
In a word ; the more tranſitory. and. 
the -. more troubleſome the Lite of 
Men ſhall appear. to be ; by ſo much 
the better will be the Uſes, which we 
are prompted to make of its Imper- 
teaions. 


FY 


The Prayer. 


Each me O Lord, to number my 
days, that I may apply my Heart - 
unto true Wiſdom ; and be more may 
to £0 to the Houſe of Mourning, which 
1s the Temple of the Wile ; than to en- 
ter into the Houſe of Mirth, the 
School of the Scornful : Suffer me not 
to ſet my Aﬀections on things here 'be- 
low, . that flouriſh for a time, and then 
tade away : but grant that I may place 
my Afﬀections on Heaven above, where 
thou ſitteſt at''the Right hand of the 
Father, for evermore. p 
IL | 
Set Scourges over my Thoughts, and 
: B 3 the 


__ 
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the Diſcipline of Wiſdom over my 
Heart, leſt my Ignorance increaſe, 
and my Sins abound to my Deſtructi- 
on ; let my Repentance be ſpeedy and 
perfect , Lobos forth the Fruits of 
a holy Converſation. Give unto me 
' a Faith that ſhall never be reproved, a_ 

- Hope that ſhall never make me aſha- 
med, a Charity that ſhall never ceaſe,a 
Confidence in thee that ſhall never be 
diſcomposd, a Patience that ſhall never 
faint,. a noble Chriſtian Courage, that 
ſhall enab® me to glorifie thy Name, 
and rejoyce in thy Mercies in the day 
of Recompence, at thy glorious Ap- 
pearance. Amen. . 


| Meditation VI 
Of the Shortneſs of Humane Life. 


He days of Man are but fzy, yet 
they are as- many as Nature de- 
-. ſendhim; and his Glaſs is run out, 
without being broken, -unlefs it be by 
the hand of Time. The whole Dura- 
tion of time it ſelf, is but the Non-age 
of Eternity ; and therefors Moſes, - 
= 3 the 
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thei Plalniſt): ſpoke» very aptly; when 
he addrefled his Speech to God ; -4 
thauſand years in "thy ſight, are but as ye- 
fterday, when it is paſt, Plal. go. 4. which 
is ' infimitely leſs than was yeſterday 
when-it was preſent. 


And 'tis the ſame in effect with that 
Expreflion of David, the P/almift Royal ; 
who ſaid his Hge was cs nothing, 11 re- 
ſpe& of 'him, who is all in all; and 
that as gteat as ſome Men do ſcem to 
be to themſelves and others, Ewery Mar 
is but Wanity at his beſt Eftate, Pial. 39. 
what he is at his 0rf, 'twiltbe impol- 
ſible © tor expreſs :. unleſs we ſhall ' ſay 
-with © David too, that he .is altogether 
lighter than Vanity : ſelf | 

Now if a thouſand years are- but as 
yeſterday, and as yelterday. when it is 
7" too, ' how t. a thing is the 

fe of Man .in Comparidon 2 How 
ſhort, when compar'd with the 
Line of Time? How nothing, when 
compar'd with the Circle. of Eterni- 
ry q Threeſcore and ten are all the years 
whichiare allowed by Moſes to a nath- 
'ral Mais Life 3 and though ſome are 
{o.ſtrong as to arrive at Fourſcore, yet 

B 4. has 
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chat overplus of years. is bat Labour 
and Sorrow. » 

IV. * 


They - do not live, but linger, who 
pals that Tropick of their Mortality. 
From after Threeſcore years and ten, 
they are but ſurvivers to themſelves ; 
at leaſt they feel themſelves dying ; and 
their Bodies become their Burdens, if 
not the Charnel-houſes or Sepulchres, 
wherein their Souls lye buried. 

V.. 

The vulgar Hiſtorians thought fit to 
call it, Eorum Amplius, which we can- 
not better expreſs in Engliſh than if we 
call it, thezr Surpluſage of Life; When 
Nature in them 1s ſo ſtrong, as to ſhoot 
beyond her own Mark. Her Mark is 
Threeſcore and ten, if Moſes himſelf hath 
ſet it right ; or place it further at Fewr- 
ſcore farther yet, at an Hundred the 
[Life of Man, we fee, is ſhort, though it 
Jhould reacts the very utmoſt that Na- 
'ture aims ac. 


The Prayer. 


Hat didſt thou beftow our Rea- 
V ſon onus for, O Lord, but to 


hearken unto the voice of thy Law, 
| that 
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that the Celeſtial Oratory of thy word 
might at leaſt win us from an ignorant 
Prophaneneſs ? Shall Heathens that had 
no other end, no other reward for their 
Piety, than ſome temporary Applauſe, 
or the inward Trinmphs of their Spi- 
rits for doing well, out-ſtrip us inthe 
Beauties of a moral Life ; and we that 
have higher and purer Hopes, be ſcarce 
honeſt tor thy ſake 2: 

0 IF 

Shall they that knew. thee not, be 
more paſſionately good than we that 
have found .out Heaven, and expect 
Eternity to ſucceed? Though. it was 
not in.the Power of Man:to find thee; 
till thou didfſt reveal thy ſelf in Chriſt ; 
yet now having ſo richly and fully 
ſhewn us the Treaſures of: thy Love, 
* ſthaſþ wenot ſtrive to do. ſomething for. 


thy Glory ? 
HL. 


Make us, we belſeech thee, to cons 
ſider the Advantages that are in. th 
Service, the Happineſs that attends 
Obedience, and that Crown which .wz 
the reward of Faith : that ſo our Afﬀe-- 


|. &ions being mortified unto- theſe *pe- 


rithing Objects. here below, may | be: 
enlivened only with Deſires-after thoſs 
Bs eternal: 
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eternal Excellencies that are in thee. 
Amen. 


_ = 
was, 


Lt. — 


Meditation VIL 
That we ought to ſeek early after God. 


Uch Lovers are we of Heaven, that 
we think it no ſin to ſerve our 
ſelves firſt, and make otir Creator wait 
the leiſure of our Devotion. Miſera- 
ble Creatures, whoſe Religion reaches 
no higher than their Bodies, for whoſe 
very Superfluities we ſtudy to provide, 
whilſt our brighter part lies all naked, 
and unthought of. 
I. 
Such Strangers are we even tozxour 
own Souls, 1o inſenſible of the Joys to 
come, that we look no higher than the 


World,and in ſphearing all our Hopes, , 


within Mortality, as if we had no- 
thing durable beyond our Breath, fut- 
ter Eternity to be _ 

We cannot live without our Maker, 
and yet how do our Lives negle& him 2? 
How eager, how ambitious are we af- 


[455 


none. 


no loſs to be privately Damm'd ?*  _. 
Elin; 4 VL Are- 
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ter an Enjoyment here, 'but carry not 


the {mafleft Paffion forhis-Glory.? "The .- * 
Jollicies' of: the: World fwallow up all 


thoughts of. Heaven,, and- in the Plea- 
ſures of Senle we can drown Immor- 


tality. 
My" 1006 MBE 

Is there any thing dearer than our 
Lives, and yer even thete are of no va- 
lue in reſpect of a better ? The very 
Exigences of Nature are trifles to the 
Concernments of our Souls ; it is bet- 
ter"to ſtarve, than die top, ever and 


loſe God; 'tis better to go naked than 


notto be cloathed with Immortality ; 


tis better we ſhould ant here, than 


hereafter that fulneſs which knows 


V. 

And yet how many are there, that 
had rather lole Heaven than the 
World, pawn their Conſciences ſooner 


than want, and for a Fortune fell away, 


their Chriſtianity? How many make ſin 


LC 


their Study, and think it a Credit toin- - 


vent new Methods of impiety ; - and 


are ſuch careful Providers for Eternity, 


that they will be labouriouſly wicked ; 


and for a profitable iniquity, think it - 
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Are' there not nobler ways%of living 
than by loſing our Nanes and: Souls at 
once ? 15 infidelity a preſervative againſt 
. Miſery ? And muſt we build our Sup- 
ports on the Ruins of our Faith ? Pie- 
ty makes no Man poorer, nor does 
eligion -rob us of our Enjoyments, 
but makes them ſweeter. 
VIE. | 
Our Contentments are not leſſened, 
but enlarged and lengthened by. ado- 
Ting the Giver : nor i5 the further from, 
but the nearer to a'Blefling, that be- 
gins with Heaven, and preters his Sa- 


 - viour before the World. Deſigns thus 


founded are not ever unfortunate, and 
he that contrives for his Soul as well as 
* his Body, ſhall learn a Policy will 
baffle the World, and non-plus its wiſeſt 
Generation ; when after all his Lofles 
he ſhall find a-reward richer than all 
the Revenues of the Earth together. 


The Prayer. 


{ A Nd yet ſo infenſible are we, O 

Lord, of thy Glory, and our 
own Felicity, that we can entertain 
any thing with more Pleaſure than the 
| | thoughts 
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thoughts of an Eternity. We can ſpend 
the. allowance of :our time in Sin, and 
facrifice even alt our years to Vice; 
but count a Mement too long, too 
much to be employ'd in thy Service : 
We can dwell and drown our ſelves in 
Pleaſures, :and think: a few ſpare mi- 
- nntes. a fair Gift of time for our Devo- 
tion. oy 


But as thou haſt made us for thy ſelf, 
O Lord, enable us to continue fo, that . 
as we: have received all we have 
from thy Bounty, we may ſacrifice all 
our Defiresto thy Glory : knowing as 
nothing in this Life can make us ha 
P withaut thee ; ſo nothing can make 

1m miſerable, that hath thy Kingdom 
tor his Inheritance. 


M—— — 


Meditation VUIIL 
That Afflition is neceſſary to'all Perſons. 


Here is no Perſon on this ſide the 
| « Grave, that is exempted from 
Aflicion, and whom God hath not 
viſited one way or other, and ſens. - 

\ 
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Rod for an Ambaſiadour to declare his 
Will, as either by the loſs of- an alfetti- 
. onate Husband, a moſt endeared Wite, 
a darling Child, or elſe by ſome. pun- 
gent and grievous Sickneſs, or by4ome 
eminent Miſcarriage in point of Ho- 
nour and Eftate ; 'or if by .none of all 
theſe, yet at leaſt he has been  threat- 
ned, by the woful Examples of other 
Men. 
I 


Andit is evident from that difficult, 
but uſeful Text, Mark 9. 49. That we 
muſt be every one Seaſoned. with Salr, 
or Fire ; that our putrid Aﬀections muſt 
be eaten out here, or elſe our Perſons 
deſtroyed hereafter ; but Bleſſed be he 
who ſhall preſerve us in Tears of Brine, 
that he may not conſume us in Fire of 
Brimſtone ; and we ought to ſmile on 
thoſe Stripes, which are meant to drive 
us to Immortality. 

IHE. 

Let us not think our ſelves too wiſe 
to be thus inſtructed ; or too old, to 
be thus educated ; or too great to be 
thus correted. Perhapsthe Rabbins of 
our Schools, are in the Schobl of Feſus 
Chriſt,no more than humble Abcedarians; 
they that arc aged enough by Nature; 

X may 
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may . have hardly yet attain'd - to be 
Babes of Grace ; and they who bran- 
diſh the Sword of Juſtice, are them- 
ſelves under God's I:aſh. 

IV. 

And fince we cannot ever enter in- 
to the Kingdom of Heaven, unleſs we 
receive it as litttle Children Flet us 
therefore, as little Children, down on 
our knees before "our Father 5 let us 
Confels that we have ſinned, let us ask 
him Forgiveneſs, and promile never to 
do the like. Be 


He will not caſt away his Rod, un- 
til he ſees that we have kilsd it ; and 
that we can ſay with the Prophet Ds- 
vid, it is good for us to have been afflift- 
ed, For whom his Menaces do not 
better, they accidentally make worſe ; 
and if we Linda our Hearts, we do 
but weighten his hand. 


The Prayer. , 
O miſerable, hath Sin made us, O 
Lord, that we are all become the 
Sons and Daughters of AﬀMfiictions ; we 
have loſt, not only Paradiſe, but Hea- 
Ven too ; hkiced not only the = 
| ures 


- 
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ſures of this Life, but alſo the Joys to 
come, and with the true Comforts of 
the World are _ of thy Favour too. 


He whom thou madeſt the Monarch 
of the Creatures, groans under the 
Bondage of Sin ; and by the miſery of 
his Cftmes, hath cancelVd almoſt - the 
GIpry and Miracles of thy work. And 
now: might we have” been extinguiſh'd 
in.our Guilt, had not he, who 1 the 
> cr of thy Glory dropt a new 
Lite into our eclipſed Natures, by the 
Power of his Blood and Merits; and 
by reconcileing us to thy ſelf , given 
us an Admiſſion to better and more en- 
during Pleaſures. a 


Grant therefore, that having: obtai- ' 


ned: Mercy, we may walk according- 
ly ; that being bought for Heaven, we 
may no more {ell our ſelves to Sin, nor 
vainly prefer a few moments of Plea-- 
ſare, before an Eternity of Joy ; that 
{o, when our Souls ſhall expire with 
our Breath, they may be tranſplanted 
to thoſe Heavenly Manfions that ne- 


yer fade, and enjoy the Pleaſures of E-_ 


ternity in the Boſome of thy Glory. 
Msdita- 


PP. Rc; EF ww aw. wwe} 
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Meditation DX. 
That Affition is a Mark of Ged's favour. 


Hat God is never ſo much in 
wrath, as when he will not 
vouchſaſe to ſtrike. I remember Spartia- 
nus obſerves of Geta, much what Tiaci- 
- tus did of Tiberius : He made ſo) much 
of thoſe Perſons whom he defign'd for 
Slaughter, that his Embraces, and his 
beſt Looks became more dreadful than 
all his frowns. 
IL | 
Yet conſidering how rarely it t5 
given to one ahd the fame Man, to fit 
with Dzves at his Table, and to lye with 
Lazarus in Abraham's Bolome ; to have 
his good things here and hereafter too 
I cannot but ſay of -many -. Perſons, 
whom the World calls Ha Py that 
they who have moſt of God) ounty, 
may yet have leaſt of his Love, and 
Fayo:r. mW" 
=}, IL : 
For ſeeinp it is true,what the Scripture 
1 ſaith, 7hs? hom God loveth he-chaſtweth, 
and ſcourgeth every Son whom he rectioeth, 
Heb. x12. 6. we may with good Loges 
| 7 inter, 
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infer that whom he chaſtneth not, he 


doth not love 5 nor. receive any Son 
whom he doth nat ſcourge. 


BY. 


It was ſhrewdly faid of Solon, (if we 
believer Herodetws,) that the Miniohs, of 
the Earth, are but the ſport of Hea- 
ven. God often lends them a kind of 
Happinels, only to ſhew them he does 
but lend it; .at. once does profper'their 
Branches, and curſe their Root ; turns 
them looſe into Plenty," as fit to be fat- 
ted for the Shambles. 

5 | 

And now : methinks the difference 


may -be this, betwixt- a good' Man 


afflicted, indian ill Man'rprofperotts, 
that the firſt does ſeem to "ha clearly 


under God's curſe, and the ſecond to be 


ond it ; that indeed a tormented, ne 
this a deſperate Patient. 


The Prayer. 
\O thou therefore, O Lord,” ele- 


vate our Souls, and withdraw 
them from theſe begperly Elements, co 


ow and. more Celeftial Adireſſes': . 


er thy: Kingdom be not our” refape 
wantly but our Choice, and the perfect 
' Reſolution 


py y Py had 


 —-- & wa = - = 
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Reſolution of our Souls, to defpiſe the 
Flatteries of the World, tor. that Glo- 
ry which nothing but our Sins can de- 


prive us of. | 
; | OUN 


And as thou haſt made us for thy 
folf, O Lord, enable us ſo to continue, 
that as we have received all that we 
have from thy. Bounty, we may fſa- 
critce all our Deſires to thy'G : 
knowing that as nothing in "this Life 
can make us Happy without thee ; ſo 


{| nothing can make him miſerable that 


hath thy Kingdom for his Inheri- 
tance. - 


leet. * —_—__—— _— & 
v * — — wi AH = ”, OO IST ——— 


Meditation MX. 
Of Man's Original, being born to- die. 


Þ is demonſtrably prov'd we. muſt 
4 one day- die, becauſe we did one 
day begin to live. All that is Born of 
a Woman is both mixt and compound- 
ed, after the Image-of the Woman' of 
whom it is born ; not onlymixt of the 


| four Elements, but alſo compounded of 


Matter and Form : and all things com- 
pounded 
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pounded muſt be diſſolved, into thJrec 
very ſame Principles of which at firlfthj 
they were compos'd. 
IE. 
Hence are thoſe. pangs and yerningJhe 
of the Fleſh and the Spirit, of the Apſet] 
petite and the Will, ot the Law in the 
Members, and the Law in the Mind; 
the one inclining towards Earth, *tronſth, 
whence *twas -» gk and the other tofye 
wards Heaven,from whence 'twas ſent. | 
| JIE. wc 
The truth of this had been appajhe 
. rent, if it had been only taken out off gy 
Ariſtotle's School ; but we have it con{q 
firmed out of Solomons Porch too : for 
in the day when Man goeth to his Log 
Home, when the Grinders ceaſe, and th{jn 
 Windews be darkned, and all the Daugh q 
ters of Muſick are brought low, when thq { 
Silver Gerd is once hoofed, and the Goldal ti, 
Bowl broken, fo as the Mourners are ge D 
ins about the Streets 5 then the Duſt ſhall G 
return to the Earth as it was, and t 
Spirit "pur return to God that gave th }, 


ECCIEL 12. 3, 4, F, 6, 7- | a 
ec hx bigs TV. 


goed) ; | p 
When God himſelf was pleaſed tc 
be born of a Woman, he ſubmitted tc 
the Conditions of Mortality, and _ 
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but a ſhort time to live ; for he expi- 
red by Crucifixicn before he was full 
thirty four years of Age. . 

V 


( 


— 


Man hath a. ſhort time indeed, as 

he is born of a Woman, for he com- 
Neth forth as a Flower, and as a Flower 
the is cut down. He fiycth allo as a 
ſhadow , and continueth not. And 
therefore Epidterus did ficly argue the 
Avery great ficklenels, and ' frailty of 
-| Worldly things : Firſt, becauſe they 
{were made, and therefore had their 
4Jbeginning ; next becauſe they are made 
Tours, and therefore muſt have a ſpee- 


My dy end. 
: 
For if we will be but ſo juſt, and fo 


Jimpartial to our ſelves, as to Arfaizn 
our Bodies at the Tribunal, of our Rea- 
q ſon, they will be found, by Compoſi- 
tion, 170 more than well complexion'd 
q Duſt. Duſt thou art, ſaid God to Adam, 
Gen. 3. 19. Duſt and Aſhes. I am, aid 
4 Abraham to God, Gen. 18. 27. He 
# koweth 1aith the Pſalmitlt, / Vherecf We 
are made, he remetabreth we are but Duſt, 
Plal. 203. L4. 
tc VIL. 
Were it not that the Spirit of dan 
goeth 
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goeth upward, whillt the Spirit of a Beaſt 
 gueth dowmward to the Earth, there would 
be no Preheminence of the one” over the 


other ; for all go unto. one place, (as to the 


Centre of the Body,) Al! are of the 
Duſt, and all turn to Duſt agair,, Ecclel. 


3- 19, 20; L-2 
VUL. 

Which ſhews the Vanity and Sick- 
ne5 of thoſe Mens Souls, who erect fuch 
ftrong and ſtately. Sepulchres for their 
Bodies, tor fear the poor Mans Duſt 
ſhould fully their's ; as if they did not 
remember, that Man is born of a We- 
an, and that his very Foundation tis in 
the Duſt, Job 4. 19. he may have the 
more Vanity, but not the more Under- 
ſtanding for being in Honour, and may 
the ſooner be compar'd to the Beaſts that 
periſh -Pial. 49. 12. 

IX. Þ 

The Protoplaſt was formed of the 
Duſt of the ground,. Gen. 2.27. and. 
however his Poſte: ity hath been diſtin- 
guild, by iftning out from that Foun- 
tain through ſeveral Chanels, yet 
their Original Extraction muſt needs 
be vile; (if any thing can be vile 
which is of God's own making} for 
all Men deſcended -out 'of the yory 
ame 


FE p=yYyqyY kj r= He: A; DÞ2A 
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ſame Eve ; and fo:by Her out of the 
very lame 4dam ; and fo by - Him out 
of the very ſame Earth. 


The Prayer. 


E know, O: Lord, that: thou 
| createc{'tt ' ns. after thine own 
Image, and deſignedſt ns for to die, 
as ſoon as we'were born ; but thou. haſt 
{weetned the Bitterneſs of. it to. us, by 
firſt taſting of it thy ſelf; and haſt 
taken away the Sting of it, that when 
ever it comes it will prove to us an ad- 
vantage. | 
| JI. 

Duſt we are, O Lord, and to Duſt 
we 'muſt return, High and Low, Rich 
and Poor, from the Swayer of the 
Sceptre, to the Drawer of Water, mutt 
one day - appear before thee : O then! 


|. in thy tender Mercy and Compaſſgon 


have Pity upon' poor Duſt -and. Aſhes : 
Lee not thoſe many failings we are 
guilty -of iff this World, any ways hin- 
der thy Mercy in ſealing our Pardon, 
but receive us graciouſly. | 

HI. 


Bring down, and ſubdue in us every 


vam 'Fhought, and every proud 1ook, 


that: 
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that exalts its ſelf againſt thee ; morti- 
fic in us all ſenfual Luſts. and vile Aﬀe- 
Rions; and bring our Souls and Bodies 
under the Diſcipline of true Obedience 
to thee, and thy Holy Will ; that ha- 
ving learned to deny all ungodlineſs and 
worldly Lufts, we may live Soberly, 
Godly and Righteouſly. -in this preſent 
evil World, and at laſt arrive to'thine 
Heavenly Kingdom to live for ever- 
more. Amen. 


Meditation XI. 
Memorials hourly neceſſary, upon the feur 
laſt things : Death, Judgment , Hell 


and Heaven. 


| Oft freely ' went that Bleſſed "9 
MIOn fe 


ther St. Au ine to work, when Þ. 


he expreſſed hinfelt in, this manner, 
Timber (in from my Father, an exeuſe from 
wy Mnthe:, Lying from the Devil, Folly 
frem the WWorll, and Sel*-conceit from the 
Pride end crrogant Opinion of, my {elf. 
Decceitful have been the Tmaginations 
of thy Heart, Crooked have om thy 
ways : Malicious thy works. And yer | 
hat! 


by bees Wh i. "——_ 3 kW W3 9 , 
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haſt thou taken theJudgments of God in 
thy mouth ; deſiring nothing more than 
to blind the Eye of the World with a 
counterfeit Zeal. mo 
IT. | 
But all ſuch Hypocrites, God will | 
judge, and will not be mocked. - For 
as the Devil has his Sieve, with which 
the good eſcape, and the bad remain : 
So God hath his Fan which ſcatters the 
wicked, but - retains the Godly. And 
when he ſhall ſeparate the Goats from 
the Shcep ; the Wheat from the Tares ; 
when the Juſt and the Wicked ſhall ap- 


pear before: him : and every Man ſhalt 


_ be put in the Ballance, I fear, O 


my Soul, thou wilt then be tound ma- 
ny Grains -too light. 

[IT. | 

'Thy only Remedy then, is this pro- 

per Medicine , to prepare thy elf 


againſt that- great and terrible Day ; 


and to furniih thee with tho!e Dire- 
tions, that may make thee a true Con- 
vert, of an impenitent Sinner. Recal 
to mind thoſe four laſt Remembrances : 
Memorials hourly to be thought, and 
{o neceffary to. beretained in thy Me- 
mory, as the Chriſtian uſe of them 
may prepare thee beforg Death ſum- 

dC mon .. 
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mon thee ;. and in this vale of Miſery, 
fit thee for thy Heavenly Voyage to 
Eternity. Fa 


And yet whilſt T entertain thee with” 
theſe Precepts, I find thy Condition to 
be dangerous: For if thou ſeriouſly 
ponder them in thy mind, and lay 
them . home to thy Heart, the ve 
thoughts of them cannot chuſe but ſtar- 
tle thee : and it thou negle& them, 
which are ſo uſeful for thy Salvation, 
thou wilt ſtand amazed, when they 


encounter thee. 
The Prayer. 


rAN Lord remember me in thy Mer- 
cy ; and 1o prepare my Memo- 

1 ; that theſe four neceſſary Remem- 
brances, may never depart from me. 
Let me be prepar'd ſor Death before 
it come, that it may never {urprize me 
unprovided, whenfocver it ſhall come ! 
Let me think of that dreadful day 
of Judgment ; and judge my ſelf be- 
fore I am judged, that I may not when 
Tam weighed in the Ballance,be found 


Wanting, 


JI. I ct 
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Let''not me fbrget there- is a Hell 
for the damned ; and conſider that it 
is better by timely fearing, to avoid it : 
than by never dreaming of it, to fall 
headlong into it. Laſtly, let me think 
of Heaven, that it- is the Habitation 
of the Bleſſed, and that none but thoſe 
that are of a clean Heart ſhall dwell 
in it, Oclcanſe thou my Heart, that 
I may be prepared for it, and with 
piritual Joy be received into it. 


p" 0 OP — _ 


Meditation XII. 
On Death. - 


T is ftrange that Death ſhould be 
{uch a Stranger to thee, when he 1o 
daily viſits thy Neighbours. Thou haſt 
been familiarly acquainted with many, 
whoſe Habitations are not now to be 
tound ; which have enjoyed the Plea- 
tures of Sin freely ; others who have 
inlarged their Barns and Store-houſes 
carctully ; others, who have in. 4 fplen- 


- did manner arrived to Honours higheſt 


Pinacle, and could deliver their Com- 


C-3 mands *-. 
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mands with Grandear and Magnifi- | 
cence.: And now behold! All theſe 
have. endured Death's-Arreſt, and were 
forced to obey -his grim Command. 

IL 
. And now -confider.,, having made 
their Beds in the-dark., They have 
left their Houſes unto- others ; they are 
gone unto their Graves, and- muſt not 
return again! their - Subſtance they 
have left unto others: and Strangers 
are become their Heirs. They are 
rooted out from the Face of the Earth , 
and .now they conſider the Vanity of 
their Deſires: How they, who laid 
-Land to Land while they were here, 
are now content with a ſmall ſcantling 
in their return to their laſt home. 

TL. 

Poor Shell of Corruption, what doſt 
thou think of theſe things ? T am cer- 
tain, that great Revenucs, ſwelling Ho- 
nours, {ſmiling Pleaſures are dangerous 
and pernicious 'Eye-lores to a dying 
| Man. He looks back upon his Honours, ' 
and enquires of -them; if they can re- 
Heve him : -but. like falſe hearted retai- 
ers, they fly from him, and preſent 
their Service to another; ſo quickly 
_ -hayethey forgot their dying Maſter. 


4 Preparation for *Death. 45 
IV. 

He looks back then upon his Reve- 
nues, thoſe Goods of Fortune, his in- 
cheſted Treaſures, and asks of them, if 
they cannot Ranſome him'? But alas, 
they have no ſuch Commiſſion : they 
reſerve themſelves for Bis-Prodigal Suc- 
ceſlor, or ſucceeding Rioter : tor they 
were 1o poorly uſed and employed by 
him, that - they have quickly forgot 
their dying Mafter.'” At laſt he looks 
back upon his unhappy Pleafuires;, 
which now torment him more, than 
ever they did delight him; and he 
would be inform'd of them, it they 
can allay, or any ways mitigate his 
Pain ? But alas, they toon leave him, 
tor 'they find nothing near him, that 
can give them wr we ona | 

An eaſfje farewel then have theſe 
taken of their dying Maſter. Buvthou,; 
poor Sinner, hait no Honours to tran- * 
{port thee ; no Fortunes to'detaurthee ;- 


'  noPlealures to enfnare thee : For the 


firſt, the Countenance of Greatneſs: - 
never ſhone upon thee; for the ſecond, 
 Worldly Wealth could never yet fo 
burden thee : And for the laſt, though 
thy Youth-might affe&t them, the in- 

C 3  firmities 
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firmities of Age have now eftranged 
them from thee. - | 


And yet the yoice of Death is more 
terrible to thee, than the loud Report 
of a roaring Cannon. No Note more 
dolefal, or Suntmons more fearful ; in 
this thou art in ſome meafure excuſa- 
ble ; becauſe Death is fearful to all 
Fleſh. Plant not thy hopes. ſo upon. 
Earth,as if thou intendedſt never to go 
from Earth, or to return to it from 
whence thou waſt taken. Tf thou canſt 
find ng. on Earth worthy to exter- 
tain thee, thou art in the unhappielt 
Condition that may -_ thee. 

SE '/ | 6 

O think then of that time ,- even 
nqw while thou haſt time, when thy 

Dor languiſhing Soul, finding thy Eyes 

ut, thy Mouth cloſed, and all thoſe 
Senſes of thy Body periſhed,:tby which 
ſhe uſed to paſs forth, and be delighted 
i theſe outward things wherewith ſhe 
was affected, ſhall return unto her ſelf : 
and ſteing her ſelf all alone and naked, 
as one aftlicted and affrighted with ex- 
ceeding Horror, thall © my Deſpair 
fail and fall under her ielt: O whi- 
ther wilt thou fly in hope of Succour, 

to 
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to camfort thy poor Soul, in fuch a 
time of Danger. 


The Prayer. 
Ven to thee will Ifly, O God of 


, my Salvation, for thou wilt not 
ſuffer my Scul to deſcend to Corrup- 
tion, iuch is thy loving kindneſs, as 
thou haſt promiled to make all my Bed 
in my Sickneſs. -And becauſe nothing is 
more certain than Death; nothing 
more uncertain than the hour: and that 
the pale Meſſenger may appear leſs 
feartul unto me, ſend thy Holy Spirit 
to Comfort me ; that being inwardly 
armed by thee againſt the Aﬀaults of 
Death, and fury of my Ghoſtly Ene- 
my, TI may nght a good Fight, and 
with Fortitude 'cry out : O Death! 
where 1s thy Sting £ O Hell! where 15 
thy Victory 7 


FyY 


Meditation XI. 

Upon TFadgment. | 
F Tremble to think of that dreadful 
day, and yet know not how to a- 


void it! Judged I muſt ' be, and who 
C4 will. 


E/. - 
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will anſwer for me ? An infallible Wit- 
neſs I have within, to accuſe me : 
Sins of Omiflion, and of Commiſion 
to impeach nſec ; Sins ' of Tgnorance, 
Knowledge, and of Malice to con- 
vict me: though any one of thele were 
{ſufficient to condemn me. 
IT 

But perhaps thou wilt be upon the 
Enquiry, to know for what thou art 
to be bronght to Account for ? And 
the occaſion of thy appearing before 
tne great 'Tribunal Scat of Judgment ? 
Solomen will furniſh thee with a ready 
Anſwer, and informs - thee, it is even 
_ for all thy Thoughts, Words and Works. 
Fer God will bring every Work into Fudg- 
ment, with every ſecret thing, whether #t 
be Good, or whether it be Evil, Ecclel. 


12. 12. 

HI. 

And that it may appear, that thon 
- ſhalt be accountable for all theſe : Firſt; 
touching thy Thoughts : of theſe thou 
ſhalt be Ju ged ; For froward\ Therghts 
ſeparate from God. WWiſd. 1. and He 
ſhall judge the ſecrets of Men. Their Con- 
feience alſo, bearing Witneſs, and their 
Thoughts the mean while accuſing, cr ex- 
cufing owe another, Rom. 2.15. - 


4 ws 5g for Death 4g 
IV. 


Next, hou ſhalt give an - 
of all thy Words. Of- egery idle- Werd 
that Men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall grve Ac- 
count in the Day of Fudgment, Mat.12.36. 
Thirdly, thou ſhalt be accountable for 
all thy Warks. Fir we mile all appears 
before the TFudgment-ſeat of Chriſt, that 
every one may vecetve 'the things done 113 
his Body, according to that he hath done, 
. whether it be good or bad, 2 COT. F. 19. 


Immortal, but” aficted Soul, canſt 
thou hear all this, and not diflotye.thy 
ſelf into Tears ? : When notonly in thy 
Ped of Sickneſs, - by a ſecret Divine 
Power, all thoſe Works w! men thou hait 
done, be they Good -or Evil, ſhall be 
preſented, and ap! near berore” thee ; 
but 1h that SIC and teartul day Or 
Account, when li I 21h ſhall come ro 
Tudgment : All cheie in Capita ſhalL, 
appear written before thee 

VI. 

Not one Boſome Sin, were it never-" 
{ 9 clolely committed, {ubtHly-. cover-' 
cd, or cunningly Car! ried, bur nniſt be- 
there diſcovered. Alam fhall- be. 
rought from his Buſhes, and Sarah: - 
trom behind - the 7wr-Doos, and mile-. 


'P | ON be ras 
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rable perplexed Man ſhall ſay to his 
Conſcience, as Ahab ſaid to Elias, Haſt 
theu found me, O mine Enemy ? What 
innumerable Bills of -Inditements then 
will there be preferred againſt thce ? 
To all which, thou muſt hang down 
thy Head, amd plead Guilty ? 
VIE. 

O how art thou fallen into the Gall 
of Bitterneſs and Milery ! what can the ' 
Thoughts and the Imaginations of thine 
Heart ſay for themſelves, but that they 
have bcen evil continually 2 What can 
the words of thy Mouth ſpeak. for 
themſelves, but that they have been full 
of all flthineſs and obſcenity ? Laſtly, 
what can the works of thine hands 

lcad for themſelves, but that chey 
have bean loaden with Tranſgrethons 
and Iniguities. 
VIEE. 

Put perhaps thou haſt ſome fond 
hopes of a Pardon, and {o like fome 
de!uded Offenders, by flattering thy 
felf with a vain hepe of Litc,altenareit 
thy thought; from thinking of a better 
Life. Bur do not fo deceive thy felf ; 
for if it be not by faithful Repentance 
{ought for herc, there is no hope for 


any Pardon there to be procured ; nor 
| for 
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for any Appeal to be there admitted 3 
not one minutes reprieve granted , 
nor one moment of Adjournment ot 
Death's heavy Sentence. . That ſevere 
Sentence of cternal Death, Depart from 
me, ſhall be the Sentence ; to loſe 
whoſe Countenance, and depart from 
his Preſence, is to bring thy Soul into « 
endleſs Torments. 


Toe Prayer. 


(0) My God, thou who haſt appoin- 
ted-a time for every Man to die, 
and after that tro come to Judgment ;: 
make me to remember my End ; that 
fitting my ſelf for it, T may cheertull 
encounter it, and ſo prepare my ſe 
tor that Judgment which ſhall come. 


alter it. 


O make me walk ia thy light, now: 
while I have I:ght to walk m; and 'to+ 
work out my .Salvation now. while .T. 
have time to work in. 
come, (unlels we walk h 
dren of light) when we ſhall have nei- - 
ther light to walk in, nor time to work. 
in. O inflame my. Heart with thy.” 
Love : and teach me thy- Judgments, 


and my Soul ſhall live. 


For time will 


re as Chyl- 


52 A FaneralGift: Or, 


Meditation XIV. 
Upon Hell. 


Ark! how theDamned cry out,that 
while they were here on Earth; 
they lived better than thou, and yet 
they undergo the Sentence of Danina- 
tion | thus they tax God's Mercy, and 
indulgence towards thee of Injuſticzand 
Partiality. Such is thoſe Damned Souls 
Charity, mean time thou liveſt ſecure- 
ly, tecdeſt deliciouſly, and putcteſt the 
- thought of the evil day from thee, by 
walking fooliſhly in the ways.of Va- 
nity. 
| A TT. 


Erle defire then mayſt thou have, 
ſiniul Man, to tee Death ;; having to 
lictle hope of Life after it. Had fome 
of thoſe damned Objects, who arc now 
toſt:. for ever, received thoſe many 
ſweet: Viſits, Motions and: free Offers 
of his Grace; thoſe opportunities of 
dving-, good, and many means of el- 
chewing evil ;- no queſtion but they 
would have been as ready to entertain 
them:.as thou haſt been to reject them. 


UE: - 
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IHE. 

Think with thy felt, how happy had 
that Rich Glutton been, if he had re- 
warded poor Lazarus with ſome few 
Crumbs trom his Table. Had it not 
been far better for him, to have given 
to the Poor all that ever he had ; To, 
have diſrobed: himſelf, and exchang'd 
his purpled Garments for Rags of Po- 
verty, than to dwell. in everlaſting 
Burnings ? _ 


How happy had that rich Man in 
the Goſpel been, if inſtead of encrea- 
ting his Barns,; he had inlarged his 
Bowels to the Poor ! little dreame he, 
how ſoon his Soul ſhould be takerrfrom 
him ; when he addrefled his Gare for 
ſo necdtcſs a Proviftion. His thoughes 
were 1o taken up with Building his 
Barns wider ; that he never conſidered, 
How Tophet was eordain2d of cid 5 how 
* was made deep and large; the Pile 
thereof Fire and much Wood ; and how 
the Breath of the Lerd, like @ ſtream. of 
Brimſtone, doth _— it, Elay 3o. 33. 


Turn unto: thy-ſelf, *O. my Soul, and 
ſee whom thou canſt find in more Dan- 
zer of falling into that place of Hor- 
"£1 ror, 


N%. 
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ror, than thy ſelf 2 How haſt thou be- 
fttowed thy time 2. how haft thou em- 


ployed thy Talent ? haſt thou not laid 


It up- in a Napkin? or haſt not thou 
worle improved it, by employing it to 
{ome ignoble Ends ? have not many 
been damned for leſs. than thou haſt 
committed ? and did it grieve thee to 
repent of what thou hadſt done, that 
thou might'it eſcape that Condemna- 
tion 2? 
VE . 


Many a wretched Soul lies there tor- 
mented for lets Offences than ever thou 
tranſacted ; and haſt thou yet tur- 
ned to the Lord, that thou mayſt be 
pardoned ? It 1s written in what hour 
foever the Rightecus committeth iniqui- 
ty, his Righreeyſnels ſhall not be had in 


Remembrance, Ezek> 18. 24. Now it 


the Rightcoulneſs of him ſhall be for- 
gotten by committing iniquity, -who 
Teaveth what he once loved, relinguiſh- 
eth what he once profeſſed 5 what can 
we. think of--the Repentance of that 


» Sinner, who returns again to his Sins, 


like the Dog to the Vomit, or like- the 
Sow to her wa.lowing in the ire 2 
VII. | 
How many have aſcended even up 
to 


% 
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to Reaven, and amongſt the Stars have 
built- their 'Neſts : and- yet have tud- 
denly faln from that Glory , by glory- 
ing im their own Strength, and 1o 
drench'd themſelves ito endlefs Miſe- 
ry 2 And this was the Reaſon of their 
loſt Eſtate, becauſe they aſpired unto 
that Mountain to which the firlt Angel 
alcended, and as a Devil deſcended. 
VIII. 

And canſt thou excuſe thy ſelf of be- 
ing one of that number 7 Haſt chou 
not ſometimes made a fair ſhew to the 
World of plauſible Arguments of Pic- 
ty 2 haſt thou not been ſometimes like 
the Kiny's Daughter, all glorious with- 
out ? but how ſoon didft thou loſe this 
Glory, and fall from that ſeeming San- 
&ity or Holy Hypocrihe, into open 


- Prephancneſs and Impicty ? 


And now what will become of mc 
in this extremity ! the Wages of fin, I 
know, 1s Death ; a Death that never 
dieth, but liveth eternally : where no- 
thing ſhall be heard but weeping and 
wailing, groaning and howling, ſor- 
rowing and gnaſhing of Teeth. How 
grievous then ſhall be my Anguith ! 
how endlelts my Sorrow and Sadnels 


when 
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when T ſhall be ſet apart” from the So- 
ciety of the Juſt, deprived of the ſight 
of God; deliver'd up unto the Power 


of the Devils, and forced _ with 
1 


them into unquenchable Fire, there to 
remain-o all Eternity? 
. X. 

With what - dejected Eyes, and a 
trembling Heart ſhall I poor Sinner 
ſtand, expeQing the ſupream Jude ; 
when I ſhall be baniſhed- from that 
blefled © Countrey of Paradiſe, to be 
devoured in the gaping bottomleſs Pit, 
where I muſt never have theProſpe& of 
aGlimple of light.nor teel the leaſt drop 
of Refreſhment : but be tormented for 
Millions of years : and ſo tormented, 
as never to be from- thence deliver : 
where neither the Tormentors become 
wearied ; nor they die who are tor- 
mented. 


The Prayor. 


OV dear Lord, look upon the 
price of thine own Blood:» Thott 
haſt bought me with a great Price : O 


deliver thy. Darling from the Power of . 


the Dogs: remember me in Mercy, 
whom thou haſt bouzht, O let me-nor 
g0 


| 
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go down into the Pit : neither letthe 
. Deep ſwallow me ap. 

For who ſhall Praiſe thy Name in 
the Deep, or declare thy Power in the 
Grave of Silence ? O thou who art a 
God of infinite Majeſty, though the 
Terrors of Death, and Torments of 
Hell encompaſs me, yet art thou my 
Saviour, my Succour, and wilt deliver 
me: and my Soul ſhall live to Praiſe 
thee evermore. 


es 


Meditation XV. 
Upon Heaven. 


$ How ſhould I look up to thee, 
that have ſo provok'd thee ? O 
thou Manſion of the Saints ; thou Por- 
tion of the Juſt; thou City of the 
one King ; thou Heavenly and moſt 
appy Kingdom ; where thy bleſfed 
Inhabitants are ever living and never 
, dying ;. where thy glorious State is 
ever flouriſhing and never declining. 
IL 

I muſt Confeſs to my great Grief 
and Shame, that I have no — in ., 
thee. 
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thee. I have. unhappily loſt thee, in 
loſing my Soul, by felling it to 'Va- 


nity. I-fometimes reſolv'd to Play the 


part of a wife Merchant, and to ſell 
all I had-for the purchace of one Pearl. 
Put I held the Purchace at too dear a 
Rate, and therefore I have deſerving- 
ly loſt the Jewel. 

a * 

Fooliſh Sinner, couldit thou find any 
_ of greater weight to entertain 
thy beſt thoughts, or beſtow thy Care, 
than the Salvation of thy Soul. Did(t 
thou think ir ſo eaſie a Task to get | 
Heaven, by an earthly Purchace ; 
yet hadſt thou but taken half ſo much 
Pains to deſerve Heaven, as thou haſt 
done to win Hell : Thou mighteſt 
have challenged more Intereſt to Hea- 


ven, than now thou canſt. 


IV. 

Many Summer Days, and long Win- 
ter Nights have thy Follies taken thee 
up : And theſe ſeem'd ſhort unto thee, 
becauſe thou tookeſt delight in thoſe 
thort Pleaſures of Vanity : but to be- 
{tow one ſhort hour upon Devotion, 
how many Diſtra&ions did that meet - 
withal; and how bow 0 and tedious 


| ſecm'd that hour, becauſe the Task was 


weaTrl- 
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. wearifome,and thy wandring mind was. * 
not inclin'd to 1ſo ſerious a work, 
V. 
And-canſt thou now think: that ſo 


Rich, a Kingdom would reſerve it ſelf 


for thee ; when thou- wouldit neither 

knock' to be admitted entrance, nor 
(cek after ſo great a Happinefs ? Health, 

thou art well inform'd, comes not from 

the. -Clonds without ſecking, nor 

Wealth from the Ground withont.digg-. 
ing ; and. yet Heaven thou thinkeſt 1s 

got by ſloth: but great Prizes are-noc 

{o putchaſed. R 

n 'T, 


For as the Gate of the Bleſſed is 
ſtrait, and few there be that en- 
ter; ſo are our Tribulations+ many, 
that we may be of that few which may 
gain Admittance. But I hear thee now 
cry out, as one that had ſome Senſe of 
his Miſery, and of the loſs he has in- 
curred by Sins committed, Thow doſt 
now bewail thy paſt Follies, and cor- 
ret thy ſelf for ſo great a neglect ; 
thon knoweſt not how to allay th 
Paſſion, till Reaſon inclines thee to thus 
Meditation. 

VII. 


Miſerable Sinner, I cannot _ 
this 
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this Earth'T tread on _ bluſhing ; 
nor can I think upon 

{orrowing; the Day of Judgment, 
without trembling; Hell, without ſha- 
king ;- nor of the Joyn of Heaven with- 
out Aſtoniſhment: For Earth, T loved it 
1o well,” 'as the remembrance of Death, 
became, forrowful. For by it I un- 


derſtood I was to be brought to Judg- 


ment; and from thence, having no 
- defenſive 'Anfiver, to be hurried down 
to the place of torment, and' confſe- 
quently to forteit all my Title and in- 
tereſt in Heaven. | 

VIE 

' Theſe Meditations ought to make a 
deep impreflion-upon our Minds ; for 
to acknowledge our Infirmities, 'may 
make us the Erodelier look for a Re- 
medy, and by degrees find a happy 
Recovery ; joyn then all thy Facul- 
ties, and offer up thy Prayer to the 
Throne of Grace, that God in his Mer- 
cy would look upon thee. 


— 


The Prayer. 


Racious God, though Fam alto- 
gether unworthy to lifr up my 
Eyes unto Heaven, or to offer up my 
| Prayers 


eath without] 
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1 Prayers unto ' thee, much: lefs to be 


heard by thee :. yet for his:Mesits and 
Mercies fake , who ſitteth at thy right 
hand, and maketh interceſſion for me, 
reſerve a place in thy Heavenly King- 
dom for me. | bby: 

IL 


Dear Lord, in thy Houſe are many 
Manſions, O bring ' me thither, that I 
may joyn my voice with thoſe voices. 
ofthe Angels,and ſing Praiſes ro thyHo- 
ly Name,who fitteſt in the higheſt Hea- 
vens for ever, World withoutend. Amen. 


ms 
CS 


Meditation XVL 
The remembrance of the four laſt things re- 


duced to Prattice. 


| Find my Soul like a dry -ground 
-, Where no water is! and whereloever 
I turn myſelf, I find Affliction and Mi- 
ſery on all ſides ſurrounding me. What 
ſhall I dos, or. where ſhall I fly ? When 
I repoſe my ſelf from the World in. 
 fome with-drawing Room, intending 
© to forget this lower Orb, and prepare, 
my ſelf for the Joys -of a better LG 
With. [1 while 
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whike:I begin. to 'commune with- my 
own thoughts in'the-fecfet Chamber 

my Heart, I become ſo affrighted with 
theReprefentment of thoſe fonr laſt Re- 


membrancees, as- I wholly forget what 


I intended to __ = 
; T k 
My Tongue begins to cleave to the 

Roof of my Mouth, my Moiſture is 
dryed within me; thoſe Active Facul- 
ties -of my Soul leave me »: And m 
underſtanding departs from me. 9 
Death ! how bitter ' is the Remem- 
brance of thee © with- Terror thou 
{immoneſt me ; and like a farly Gueſt 
thou ruſheſt upon me, and refolveſt to 
lodge with me | then immediately I 
feel my ſelf wounded. ; and ſo mortaliy 
as not to be cured. | 

HL. 

_ O how my Divine-Eye-ſight grows 
dim, my panting Breaſt beats; my 
hoarſe Throat ratlech, my Teeth grow 
black and ruſty, my Countenance 
grows pale, all my Members ſtiff; eve- 
ry Scnſc and Faculty fails ; and my wa- 
ed Body threatens a fpeedy Dilfolu- 
tion ! yet deſires my poor Soul to be a 
Gueft, though there is cold Comfort to 


be found in ſich a fortorn Ian. 
- TY. But 
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But what are all theſe Terrors of Death 
to the dreadful Day of Judgment, when 


at.the voice of the Arch-Angel, and 
ſound of the Trumpet, all the little 


j heaps of Duſt ſhall riſe ! where none 


ſhall be exempted, but all judged. How 
tertible, in Majeſty, will that ' great 
Judge appear to ſuch, as in this Lite 
would neither be allured by his Promi- 
ſes, thor awakened by his fatgmanes? 


How -doleful will that *Echoing 
voice ſound Tn their Ear, Depart from 
me, I know you not ! And how ready 
will that officious Jaylor be, upon the 
delivery of this heavy Sentence, to caſt 
them into utter darkneſs ; a place of 
cndlefs Torments > where the Curſings 
and Howlings of -Fiends' and Furies 
ſhall entertain their melodious Ear; de- 
formed and hideous ſights ſhall entertain 
their Laſcivious eye,loathlome Sterichcs 
their delicions Smell : Sulphur and 
Brimſtone their luſcious Taſte ; Graſ- 
pings and Embracings bf Snakes, their 
amorons Touch; and Anguiſh and 
Horror-every Senſe. | 

* 


Where thoſe miſerable damned Sonls 
Wl {hall 
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ſhall be tormented, both in their Fleſh 
and Spirit. In their Fleſh, by Fire 
ever burning, ' and never decaying : 
 andin their Spirit by theWorm of Con- 
{cience ever gnawing,and never dying ! 
. Where: there ſhall be Grief intolerable 

" Fear horrible, Filth incomparable ; 


* Death both of Soul and Body with- | 


out hope of Pardon, or Mercy. 


And now to cloſe with the laſt ; the 
loſs whereof exceeds our Sufferings in 
all' the reſt. . When we conſider our 
unhappineſs not only to *get Hell, the 
Lake of Horror and Miſery ; but to 
loſe Heaven, the place of endleſs Joy 
and Felicity : what:Heart can ponder 
on it, and -not reſolve it ſelf into a 
Sea of Tears, in Contemplation of it ? 
64 VHI. 

- What <can the wretched Soul ima- 
gine,. when ſhe lifteth up the light of 
her mind, and beholds- the 'Glory of 
thoſe immortal Riches, and withal 
conſiders how ſhe has loſt all, for, the 
petty Concerns of this Life 3 O how 
can ſhe be.leſs than confounded with. 
Anguiſh, and cry out in the afMlition 
of her Spirit, when ſhe ſhall caſt her 


Eyes upon this worthlels Earth, :and 
take 
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take a full Proſpe& of this -uneaſie 
World, and perceive how her ſight way 
intercepted by a foggy Milt. Then 
rbenly looking up, admiring the 
cauty. of that eternal Light, ſhe in- 


ſtantly concludes, that it was nothing 
elſe but Night and Darkneſs the here 


| cmbraccd. 


IX. 

O how then ſhe faints, falters, 
and fruitleſly deſires, that ſhe mighe 
have-ſome {mall Remnant of time. al- 
lotted her ; 'what a ſharp. Remedy ; 
what a ſevere mgnner of Cotta 
would ſhe enter upon 2 What” great 
Promiſes would ſhe endeavour to per- 
form ? and with what ſtri& Bonds of 
Devotion would ſhe ſeemingly bind her 
ſelf ? but then all will be m vain, for 
the Decree is gone forth, and as ſhe 
had her full ſwing of Pleaſures here, 
ſo ſhe muſt have her juſt meaſure bf 
Torments hereafter. 


The Prayer. 


] Oſt Gracious and dear Lord, out 
of thy boundleſs Compaſlion, 
look upon my grievous Affliction. 
Keep not filence at my Tears, for 1 
am 


- 
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am a Stranger with thee, and a So- 
journer as. all my Fathers were. T 
have none to fly unto, but thee ; and 
1o highly have I provoked thee , that 
unleſs thou takeſt Pity, and receiveſt 
me, for his Blood, which was ſhed for 
me,[ am loſt eternally. 
IL 

O thou gcod Shepherd, call me thy 
loſt ſheep home; for I am loſt unleſs 
thou calleſt me ; Loſt for ever, unleſs 
chon ſaveſt me: , 


P_ ſs. - — —  -- 


Meditation XVII 


With Comfort Faith applys- her ſelf to the 
 fick Maris Conſcience.” © 


Ounds cannot be cured, before 

they be opened. Neither do 

we doubt, Kh by miniſtring ſome fit- 
ting Preſcriptions, our endeavours will 
bring forth fuch good 'Effet, as you 
ſhall find great eaſe in your AfﬀMictions. 
"You tell me, how the remembrance of 
your End. is very terrible to you : not 
io much in regard of your fear of 
Death, .as of that dreadful Day of 
 _ Judgment, avhich attends it. IL 


EN 
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.:For:you find in;yourfelf. ſuch aniin- 
finite and nnſupportable weighe of ſins 
prefling down your Soul even to the 
Gates of: Hell; as, lefs than grieve you : 
cannot ; elſe were you inſenlible of the 
loſs of a Sonl-Fruft me,Stnner, 1o far 
am-:;I from :condoling with you, as .T , 
rejoyce in your forrowing': for this 
Senſe of your Sins, leads you'to a Re- 
medy.,which had you not bean afflicted, 
and brought even .to the brink of the 
Pit, you had ftill lived: in ſupine Care- 
keisnefs. 2 


Now may you ſay with the Royal 
Plalmiſt, 7 zs.good for me, that I have «» 
been affiifted ; E\fe you might have $lo- 
ried in your 5ins, and have, periſhed for 
ever. Be then of good Comfort ::and 
ſuffer not Cain's deſperate Conclufion 
to take poſſethion of your Spirits: for 
I muſt- tell you 3 He finned moreim 
laying, Greater is my Sm than ca be 
pardoned ; than in murdering his Bro- 
ther : for as in the one, he laid vio- 
lent hands on the image of God; fo in 
the other he detracted from the high- 
elt and .deareſt Prerogative belonging 


_ to him, | 
D 2 ITY. 
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IV. 

For there'is no-Attribute wherewith | 
he is more delighted; than to be ſtyled | 
a God of Mercy. We-may ſafely then | 
conclude, that Deſpair. is of a more 
high and hainous: Natnre than any ſin. 
For tell me, .has ndr God'himfelf wich 
| His ownMoutlyprotmed;andis he nor a- 
 ble,andwillingropertorm what he hath 
promiſed? That, ar 2yhat time ſoever 
a Sinner doth repent him of his Sin, from 
the bottomof his Neart, He will put away 
all his itkedne(s. out of his remembrance, 
Ezek. 18. though late Repentance then 
be ſeldom true, yet true Repentance 
:NEVEr Comes t00 late. 

V. 

The good Thief on the Croſs, had 
-no ſooner repented him of his Sin, and 
Confefled Chrift, but he was even at 
:the laſt hour received to Mercy : which 
Example, as it admits no Liberty to 
encourage any to preſume, 1o it is a 
Fortification to _ again(t Deſpair. 

VL 

Indeed there is nothing that endan- 
;gers Man's Salvation more, than by 
-giving way to delay : yet when the 
torrowtul Soul heartily . repents him of 
hat 15 paſt, and with a.conſtant Re- 

& ( ligious 
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ligious reſolve; intends to redeem the 
time to come ; his pious Tears, devout 
Prayers , Holy Refolvcs will find ready 
Admittance to the Throne ot Grace. 
For as his Mercy is above all his Works, 
{o will he extend-it in .a large manner, 
on that Work which ſtands in moſt 
need of his Mercy. 
VII. 

This your long; Experience has oh- 
ferved and plentcouſly taſted, elie 
have your Sojourning years been ill be- 
ſtowed, that he'is Gracions, Mercitnl, 
and of Long-ſuftering : and it has been 
evermore the Property. of this'good 
and careful Shepherd to call home 
thoſe that were wandring, and to em- 
brace thoſe-that were returning. It has 
been ever the Condition of this vali- 
ant Foſhua, to exhort you to fight, and 
then to afliſt you in the Conquelt. 

VII. q 

Come-:then tell me, are you wear 
and fo * heavy laden, that you mull 
faint by the way, if you be rot 're- 
freſhed Go to him that has invited 
yOu, and yon will receive Comfort ! 

not then wavering in your Faith, 
but take faſt hold of his Promiſes, who 
will not fail you : and rely on his Mer- 


3 Wo - * 
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70 .\'A Fuzeral. Gift : Or, 
cies, who 'in your preateſt ſtraits will 
deliver you. I. 


\The Prayer. | 


Lefied Jeſn, how -juſtly mighteft 
thou have rtproved me with, O 
thou of little Faith | O it 1s but alittle 
ene; the leaſt Seed in the Garden : 
\ but, O Lord, Ibeſeech thee increaſe 
1t ; and pray unto thy Father, that my 
Faith fail not ! So ſhall my Heart bg 
purified, I become juſtified, and have 
accels to thee by Faith : and hereafter 
live with thee and thy faithful ones in 
the inheritance of the Juſt. 


— 


* 


Meditation XVUL 
Hopes Addreſs to the Sick Penitent. 


| A Froward Patient requires a rouglht 

A hand, and a reſolute Heart. - I 
am not ignorant of your Diſcaſe ; and 
your Malady relies much opon my 
Cure ; therefore be not- donbtful of 
your Recovery, if you do but ingenu- 
ouſly diſcover to me your infirmit F* 


® 
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Il. 
T am not altogether unacquainted with 
my Siſter F-;:hs late viſit to you : whoſe: 
ſound Cordial Comforts would have 
wrought ſuch powerful Eftects in you, 
as you might\have had leis occaſion for 
any other Receipts, had you diſcreetly 
applied what was fo ſcalonably, and 
Soveraignly miniſtred. 
HI. | 

But before I begin with you ; let me 
ſo far prevail on your Temper, that 
you would remove from your too inuch 
dejected and depreſſed Spirit, all thoſs 
unbeſceming Thoughts which perplex 

our quiet : and be not ſo great an 
nemy to your ſelf, as to. reje that; 
which may rectifhe your State : and of 
a Faint-hearted Souidicr, become a_ 
Couragious Warrior. ; 
IV. 

To prepare you - the. better for this 
ſpiritual Encounter : my firſt Effay 
muſt be, to remove thoſe ſcales.'from 
your Eyes, which by long continuarice 
are grown fo thick, that they caſt a 
Miſt before your knowledge. ' For 
though I have beer-.long a Stranger to * 
you ; yet Ict us.-now renew our” Ac- 
quaintance ; the which, you will not ' 
D.4. rep” 
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repent of : for I never yet lodg'd in 


that Soul, which eftcem'd me not a 
welcome Guetft. 
V 


Many before this time had untimely 
perijted, had they not by me been ſca- 
fonably ſupported ; by Land and Wa- 
ter, have 1 offered my ſelf a Friendiy 
Compenion : and have firmiy ſtuck to 
them who relyed on m8, in time of 
greateſt "danger or oppoſition. And 
when no Token of ,Deiiverance ap- 
pear'd: No hope. of Liberty approa- 
ched : I with this Anchor brought them 
to the Haven ſafely : Planting them fo 
ſecurely, as no Peril could interpole 
their Security. | 

| VL 


And now tell me, is my Strength ſo 
weakened, as I cannot Rrform what 
T have formerly fo happily effected : in- 
deed TI muſt inform your flender Judg- 
ment, that I am unalterably che ſame, 
and do find the ſame Spirit in thoſe, to 
whom TI apply my Cure ; the Accom- 
pliſhment of which, is always my prin- 


cipal Care. ”_ 


Take then for an Helmet, The Hepe 
* of Salvation, 1 Thel. 5. 8. Lock fer the 
| bleſſed 
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bleſſed Hope, Tit. 2.13. Let thy FHeſb 
reſt in Hope, Pfal. 16. 9. Beye of good 
Courage, all ye that hope, Pfal. 31. 24. 
For 7 muſt tell you, Hope deferred mak- 
eth the Heart ſick ; but the righteous hath 
hope in his Death, Prov. 13. 12, 14. 
| VIIL 

For fo well and ſurely is her Foun- 
dation grounded, as: Hope maketh not 
aſhamed, Rom. 5.5. Rejcyce then im Hope : 
be patient in Trivulation, Rom. 12. 12. 
SO ſhall the God of Fope, fill you with 
all Joy. To whch fulneſs I recom- 
mend you ; where you may cheeriully 
lay with Holy Fob, that perte& Patterar 
ot Patience : I know that my Redeemer 
liveth, and that be ſhalt ſtand at the latter 
day upon the Earth.. And though after my 
Skin, Worms deſtroy this, Body ; yet in my 
Fleſh ſhall T fee God : hom TI ſhall” ſee for 
my ſelf, and mine eyes ſhall behold, antl nos 
anothers, Job T9. 25, 26, 27. 


Tye Prayer. 


My Merciful Lord®*God , who 
bindeſt up the Wounds of every- 
Contrite .and truiy penitent Sinner: - 
Suffering him not to be tempted more 


than he can bear : but ont of the abun--  -. 
Dx * dance-, 


——" 4 


dance of thy Compaſiion, giveſt him 
an ifſue out of his 'Temptition : make 
me ever with a Religious fear, ſo to 
put my truſt in thy Mercy, as I may . 
never by am” up of my Miſery. 
And ſeeing we are ſaved by Hope : 
Give unto me 4uch a ſaving Hope ; 
as neither too much Confidence may 
make me preſume :. nor the too per- 
lexing Conſideration of my many 
ins bring meta a con of Pardon. 
L 
Be. near me, Dear Lord, inthe hour 
of my Viſitation.: let the Enemy have 
no Power over me : but ſo ſhadow me 


under the Wings of thy Mercy;that the |. 


remembrance of thy Judgments may 
rouſe me ſleeping ; and the ory of 
thy Mercies raiſe me waking ;- to ren- 
der Praiſe unto thee, as my Hope is 
in thee, my help from thee, O Lord 
everlaſting. To whom with thee, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons, and 
one God, Lives and Reigns together, 
World without end: Amer. 


Mcditation 
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Meditation XIX. © 


The Exerciſe of Charity. 


Harity is cold, and ſuch Compa- 
nions are not caſily entertained : 
nor ſuch Gueſts - kindly received ; 
where the one bids us give that we 
may receive : the other Commands us 
to beſtow all that we have : and when 
all .is diſtributed, to expect our reward 
in Heaven. But this ſowing of Bread 
upon the Waters, is of too hard a Di- 
geſtion to be reaped by a fooliſh 
Worldling : and yet it muſt be #© ſown, 
or your Harveſt > for ever: 

You are here planted in-a vale of 
Miſery, and the true Exerciſe of Cha- 
rity will cover all your Scarlet fins with 
the white Robe of Mercy. And to-- 
confer on your peaceful Progreſs the 
higher Honour ; if you will reſolve. 
to leave the World, and recewe her;' 
who is deſpiſed of it, ſhe will conduct' 
you ſafely to the ht of Glory. 

St. Paul informs you,. x Cor. 13. 13. 
ſays he, Now abiderh Faith, Hope, and 

- Charity, 
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Charity , theſe three, but the greateſt of 
:%4/e is Charity.  Haſt thou an earneſt 
Eclfire to be inſtructed in what moſt 
conceins you 5 to be edified in what 
molt imports you ? It is not know- 
ledge but Charity that muſt work this 


good effect in you. For Knowledge puſf's 


#p,- but Charity cafe - x Cor. 8. r. 


Wou'd you be periwaſive in Orato- 
ry ; or powerful in Prophecy ; or an 
uſeful Almoner for your Souls ſafety ? 
You muſt neceffarily be accompanied 
by Charity z or yYoU are but as ſounding 
Braſ;, or a tinkling Cymbal, xt Cor.14.1. 
your Power © to remove Mountains, 

not remove 1n you the leaſt Mole- 
Hill of your ſin. Your beftowing all 
your Goods to feed the Poor, ſhall not 
make your Soul Rich; if Charity be 
wanting; 


Secing then the Tongues of Men 
and Angels are but Tinklings and very 
Sounds without Charity ; Knowledge 
becomes fruitleſs without the edifying 
Help of it ; Prophecies, be they ne- 
ver ſo Myſterious 3: Sciences, be they 
in their own Nature never fo com- 
modious, are altogether unprofitable. 
without 


*% 
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without Charity : Let all your things, 
ſays the Apoſtle, be dene with Charity, 
x Cor. 16. 14. Follow after Charity , 
x Cor. 14: 1. Above all things put on 
Charity, Col. 3. 14. and St. Peter adyi- 
ſes us, , Above all things have fervent 
Charity : fer Charity ſhall coucr a mult;- 
tude of ſins, 1 Pet. 4. 8. and again, ad4 
to Godline(s, Brotherly kinayeſs 5 and to 
Brotherly kindneſs Charity, 2: Pet. 1. 7. 
VE 


And now, ſceing I have here given. 
you a full draught of Charity : by a 
due Examination of your felf, you will 
eaſily find whether Jhe be- in your 
Heart or no : for by theſe Divine Ef- 
feats you ſhall find her to be yours. For 
Charity ſuffereth long, and is kind, enwies 
not, waunteth not it ſelf, is not puffed up, 
x Cor. 13.4. You ſhalllikewiſe know, 
even by your outward Behaviour, whe- 
ther or no you have received Charity, 
or given her Harbour : For Charity doth 
not behave her ſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not 
htr own, 1s not eaſily prowketl, thinketh 
10 evid, 1-COr: 13. F: | 

VIE: 

You ſhall-perceive- likewife by the 
very. joy of your Heart, whether Cha- 
rity have taken up therg omar 4 

or 


# 
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For ſhe rejexceth not in imyquity, but ve- 
Jeyceth in the truth, 1 Cor. 13. 6. Laſt- 
ly, you ſhall gather by your Conſtan- 
cy, whether or no you hold Corre- 
ſpondency with perfe& Charity : tor 
Gharity never faileth, 1 Cor. 13. 8. 


VIIL 
Well may I thenconclude, with that 

Glorious light of the Eaſtern Church, 
St. Auguſtine,whole Senſe is, where Cha- 
rity is abſent, no good thing can be 
preſent ; and where Charity 1s preſent, 
no gocd thing can be abſent. Again, 
there is not any thing, be it never 1o 
little, being done in -Charity, but is 
eſteemed for great : and there is no- 
thing, be it never ſo great, but being 
done without ' Charity, is accounted 
ltele. 

IX 


Tocloſe then all in one, ſeeing Cha- 
rity 15 one in all: we ſee how all. An- 
iwer /men, all fing Alleluja, all are 
baptized, all obey the Commands of 
their Mother the Church : yet are not 
the Children of God diſcern'd from 
thoſe of Satan, but by Charity. If 
then you deſire to live, learn to love : 

fo ſhall pu be conducted to that City, 

{ : 


where there Reigneth periec Charity. 
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The - Prayer, 


Ear Father, thou who art perfg& 
Charity 3 purite my Heart 
throughout,that I may prepare a Room 
therein fitting to entertain thee. Though 
Charity grow Cold in the World, let 
my Deſires become ſo weaned from 
this preſent lower Earth, that my Cha- 
rity may witneſs for me, that T am 
preparing for thoſe upper Regions of 


Eternity. 
H 


Give me a liberal Heart, that free- 

Communicating to the neceflity of 
thy Saints, and pane or relying on 
thy Promiſes, through a firm Faith and 
Hope repoſed in thee, I may' ar. laft 
come unto thee ; and of a.poor Sin- 
ner become an happy . Saint in thy 
Kingdom ; There. to ſing Alleluja 2 
_—_ thoſe glorious Saints and An 
gels for Cvcr.. | 
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Meditation XX. 
A The Souls flight to Heaven. 
oO ineffably ſweet were theſe Com- 
forts which I taſted; and ſo plen- 


teouſly flowing were thoſs Fountains, 
from whence they were derived; that 


from thence I gathered, that if there 


\ were ſuch Comforts in the: days of 
Mourning, what would there be in the 
day of Rejoycing? If ſuch ſpiritual 
Delights prefented themſelves in a Pri- 
fon; what incomparable Pleaſures 
might be expected in a Pallace? . if 
ſich joys in the days of our Captivi- 
, What may be looked” for in that 
ay of Jubilee. 


In the Conſideration whereof ; ne- 
ver did chaſed: Hart long more thiritity 
atter the Water- Brooks, than my poor 
wearied Soul did after her Heavenl 
Betheſda, O how ſhrilly, methought, 
did the. Crys of the Saimrs under the 
Altar found in my Ear? How hog ! 
Lord ! how 'long ! ſhall Tſcjourn in this 
Pilgrimage of Cares; this Valley of Tears ; 

and become-a Stranger to that inheri- 
| tance 


_ Cans. . oc. > FE... 
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tance of laſting Joys ; the only ſight 
whereof would make mie happy, and 


from this Wilderneſs of fin bring me to 
the Sinah of —_— 
[I. 


- Unhappy Soul, that IT have dwelt 
with the Inhabitants of Kedar, that my 
Habitationi is prolonged ! For if Holy 
David, a Man according to God's own 
Heart, ſometimes faid, how much more 
may I miſerable one ſay, My Seut hath 
been too Jong an Inhabitant ? Long, and 


too long,have I ſung by thoſe waters of 


Babylon. So that now I will ſay, I is 
good, for me that I have been afflicted ; 
that 1 might learn thy Statutes, Pſa 


II9. 7I. 
IV. 


O Lord hadſt thou never afflicted 
me ; I had never lougy to know thee 2: 
And now my Sout me feth for heawineſs, 
Pfal. r 19. 28. not for that thou haſt af- 
flicted me, but that my Soul has been fo 
long divided from thee. I have longed 
too much after the On102s and Garlick, 
and Fleſh-pots of Egypt : but now with 
guſhing * 19 do I return unto thee, 


and hope in thy good Pleaſure thou 
wilt receive me. 


V. I 
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V. | 
I have ſolemnly engag'd my ſelf ne-, 


ver to take any more delight in world- 
ly-Vanities, I have ſuffered roo much 
to be now taken, or delighted with 
them. And now after my loathing ofs 
theſe Puddles of Vanity, I have longed 
after thoſe ever running Streams of 
Eternity. 
| T 


How hath my Soul. thirſted after 
thee ; how greatly hath my Fleſh lan- 
ged for thee 2 my Soul - hath thirſted 
after thee, the living Fountain ; O when 
ſhall I come, and appear before thee ? 
When wilt thou come, O my Comfor- 
ter 2 and when ſhall TI receive thee, 
who art my Hearts defire ! O then ſhall 
my Soul be ſatisfied, when thy Glory 


ſhall appear, after which Ihave fo long * 


hungred for. 
; VIL - 

Then ſhall I be filled with the ful- 
neſs of thine Houſe, after which I have 
fighed ! then wilt thou refreſh me with 
the Brook of thy Pleaſure, after which 
IT have thirſted! in the mean time, let 
my Tears become my Bread Day and 
Night, until fuch time, as my Soul 


hears thoſe Comfortable words from 
thee, 


the 
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thee, Son be of good Cheer, I amthe 
4 God of thy Salvation. | 


«F $44 The Prayer. 
7 Thon great and Heavenly Shep- 
herd, who didt lay down 'thy 


precious Life, for us thy poor Sheep, 
who were gone aſtray ; feedme with 
my Sighs, refreſh me with my Sorrows ! 
my Redeemer will doubtleſly come, for 
he is good : Neither will hes delay his 
Coming, For he is Gracious, and his Mer- 
ey endureth for ever. 
| | IT 
O Hhaſten-thy Coming for thine E- 
lecs ſake! That at my -return to the 
Land of innocence and Pleaſure, I may 
eat of the deſired Sacrifice of the Sup= 
- of the Lamb, that was ſlam from the 
ering, for the Sins of every forrow- 
ful and returning Sinner. O grant 
me Sorrow here; and joy hereafter, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, who is my hope, 
the Reſurre&ion of the dead, the ſu- 
ſtifier of a Sinner, and the Glory of 
all faithful Souls. Amen. 


Medita- 


e, "of Funeral Gifez"Or: 
Meditation XXI © 


Upon the Miſery of, humane Life, af 
Bleſſedneſs of 1. Life. 


] Am a Sojourner and a Stranger here, 
as all my Fathers were, I am tired 
with 'TrSel, and long to be at my 
Journeys end ; I am an Inhabitant but 
withgreatExpences,and preaterDanger, 
this ſeemmg Pleaſure hath produced me 
mych true Sorrow,bitterSighs,and aking 
Hearts, uneaſineſs of Body, diſtraction 
of mind; I have importuned for help 
in this lower World, = can find none, 
no Creature on Earth to reheve-me, or 


ſupport me. 
Fa II. 


T have ſeen Delights to be Folly, and 
Laughter Diſtraction , Men of low 


Eftate to be Vanity, and of high de-. 
gree fallacious ; their Underſtanding, 


their Labours, and help all vain ; for 
who can ranſom the Soul of his Bro- 
ther, or make an Atonement to God 


for him ? ſure Man muſt let that alone ' 


tor ever: 


II. 
My. wa'king Subſtance is a mere fſha- 


dow, - | 


my 
my 
del 
is 


me 
I « 
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dow, and my repoſe unquietneſs ; I 
endeavour .for : Holineſs, but : cannot 
attain it ; I ſeek for Happineſs, but * 
cannot find it ; Satan beguiles me of it, 


the World attra&s me from it, and 


my. own :;Sonl ſtands: in oppoſition to 
my Contentment: : My Underſtanding 
defrauds me, my Afﬀedctions contrive 
againſt me, and my Memory decline; 
me; thoſe. things which I would do, 
I cannot perform.: and I daily commit 
thoſe: things , which my-_Conſcience 
checks me to the contrary: So that all 
that Tam, or can expect to be in this 
Life is nothing but Vanity, and Vexa- 
tion: of Spirit. 
IV. 

And what can: my Thoughts raiſe 
from this 2 Or where ſhall I be'com- 
forred ? it _is thy Mercy, O Lord, is * 
the only expedient, that can relieve 
me: thou, O Bleifſed Jeſus, art unto 


| me Life eternal, and by thy Sufferings, 


Death is; to me an advantage z while 
my Body ſleeps, it ſhall reſt 1ecure,and 
\ that Reſt ſhall be perſeRly Bleſled ; I 
jhall reſt from Labour, Sorrow and 


| Sin; my ſleep ſhall be fafe, and my 


beatifical Viſion happy ; while my+Bo- 
dy-ſkeps in the Duſt, my Soul ſhall 
ads Foes awake 


\Y « - 
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awake to Righteouſneſs';* when: 


Soul is diſmantled of Fleſh, and Fleſh 


" of fading Beauty, my Spirit ſhall t 


adorned with the Robes of thy Glory. 


While my Duft is driven with the 
wind :upon the .Surtace of the Earth 
my-Spirit thall-fly to the higheſt :Hes 
vens ;+ then ſhall my Eyes be opened 
to ' behold my Soul with Purity and 
Perfe&ion $.no dark ' Veil -of-: Nature 
ſhall obſcure me,defect.of Sentes hindet 
me, 'of foggy Clouds of ſin hover ovey 
me ; my Underſtanding ſhall” be'tran- 


fparent, 'my Afﬀections pure, and my[ | 


Memory perke&. I ſhall there be full 

fatisfied in beholding'the Spirits of ju 
Men made perfe&, raviſhed in /enyoy- 
ing the Preſence of Angels, and Blef. 
{ed in retaining the Divine Goodneſs, 

, > VL 

There can be nothing wanting, 
where there is ſuch Perfetion ; where 
humane Happinels is eternally united 
to "the Bleffed Trinity,” where: I am 
:Chrift's, - arid Chriſt .15 God's, and” the 
Holy "Comforter abides with us for 
ever. O moſt ſplendid Condition of 


my tinful Body, and bleſſed Change of « 


my immortal 'Soul, the one is fown in 
L Corruption 
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Corruption, that it may riſe1mmortal ; 
the other layeth down Corruption, to 
inherit Glory. 

VIL 


,But wretched Sinner, even in this 
Happineſs I am ſtill miſerable, I found 
out my quiet, but negle& to enjoy it ; 
Death reaches to me a Crown, bur I 
refuſe to accept'it; I am fo prone to 
affet my own unhappineſs, to delight 
in Labour, and complain of Reſt ; why 
do-I dwell among theſe Objects of Va- 
nity ? the World loves me not,nor I it : 

and why doTI thus doatnpen my Ene- 
my 2 with its frowns, it afflicts me, 
with its Smiles, it betrays me ; .and 
there is nothing 1n 1t but Vanity and 
Miſery. 
VIIL 


Go then out cheerfully, O-my Soul, 
from this dark Prifbn of thy Body, to 

\ that bright Celeſtial Palace ; there God 
is thy Father, and Heaven thy Corn- 
try ; thou art here Forlorn ,, Poor, 
Wretched and Naked, dripofſefied of 
Graces, and robbed of Goodneſs, thou 
haft there large Treafure, and of great 

_ Price, a Heavenly Manſion, and a 
"goodly Heritage ; Chriſt hath long ago 
purchaſed it, and i5 now gone before 
tO Prepare 1t. IX. 
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IX. 


68 


Here in this Life, thou longeſt much] 
to behold what thou never ſaweſt ; but 


in the other, are great and glorious 
things prepared for thee, ſuch as no 
mortal Eye hath fcen, Ear heard, nei- 
ther can it enter into the Heart of Man 
to - conceive .; how earneſtly then 
Jhouldſt thou long to behold them ? and 
much more earneſtly to enjoy them ? 
how willingly ſhould this make thee 
ſay with Holy David, My Soul 1s atherſt 


for Ged, yea, even for the living God, when 


ſhall I come,and appear before the Preſence 


of God ? 
X. 
Alas, Thou art here my Squl, but 
groping in the dark, daily commutting 


Errours and Miſtakes, every n_— 


{tumbling and falling into Sin, Shar 
and Sorrow ; in great Dangers of the 
Miſerics of humane Life, but in grea- 
ter Danger of eternal 'Torments. 

| XI. 


All that thou canſt pretend to 


know here, is to Confels thy ſelf igno- 


rant: Thou only knoweſt things here by - 


their Events, but there thou ſhalt know 
them, in their primitive Cauſes ; thou 
art here tired out in gaining this imper- 
te, 


-» 
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te&, feeble, and empty Knowledpe, 
there thou ſhalt be de ighted in know- | 
ing all that”-is deſirable, by knowing 
him , in whom are laid up all the 
Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge ; 
theſe tranſitory drops of Joys are full 
of Bitterneſs ; but x 19 Riyers of eter- 
nal Pleaſures, flow from the Fountain 
of eternal Sweetneſs. Thou here 
the Pomps and Vanities of the wicked 
World to delight thee ; but thou haſt 
there a far greater, and more exceed- 
ing weight of Glory to_ ſurround thee : 
thou art here incloſed by the Miſery of 
Lite ; but thou- art there enlarged, by 
the Bleſſednefs of Death, 

XII. 

Bleſſed Lord, all this by Grace I 
know and. ſtedfaſtly believe, and yer 
carnally I am ſtill blind and 4gnorant, 
unable to diiculs, and unwilling to de- 
fire thoſe things which belong unto my 
Peace : but when thou with thy prect- 
ous Eye-Salve, ſhalt once anoint my « 
Eyes, and open them, to behold the 
Beauty of thy Heavenly 'Temple, I 


| ſhall then ardently affe& it; and un- 
teignedly long for it; I ſhall then moſt 


readily forſake theſe brittle Walls of 
tail Mortality, to, dwell with thee .in . 
| perte&t 
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perfe&t Holineſs and endle6 Happi-' 
neſs, ' that Frailty may be fwallow.' 
ed up by: Immortality, and Immorta- 
lity rewarded by Eternity. 


The Prayer. 


C- Erna God, which wert, and' 

A art to come, who haſt {weetned, 
and taken away the Sting of Death, by 
thy perfe& obedience ; and haſt per- 
fumed the Grave, by the Fragrancy of 
thy bleſſed Sufferings, ſuffer me'not in 
my laſt hour, for any Pains of Death, 
or Terrours of Hell, to fall from thee : 
let me ſeriouſly conſider, that this Life 
is miſerable, and that a happy Death, 
is truly Bleſſed; acquaint me every 
day with the "remembrance of it, and 
bleſs me every hour, with an earneſt 
Deſire to it ; that I may with willing- 
neſs caſt off all Sin and Miſery, and 
joyfully put on the Robe of Immor- 


raliry. | 
22: 


Prepare me,' O Lord, for that Blel- 
{ed hour, and- in” my greateſt Agonies 
and Extremities, wherr all the Com-- 
forts of this mortal Life ſhall fail, then ' 


Lord Jeſus forlake. me'nor, neither be 
| thou 


* 


4 Preparation for Death. gr 
thou far fron me. Moreover; ' give me 
then that inward Joy, and bleſſed Com- 
fort of thy Holy Spirit, that may up- 
hold and comfort me in all the Fer- 
rours and Amazements of this dark 
and obſcure Paſſage, in-all the dreadful 
Temptatioris' of the Devil, att. my 
own accuſing ' Conſcience. ' Let- t 
Spirit witneſs to my Soul, -thar I ant 
thy Choſen ; purifie me, and take a- 
--way my Drofs, powerfully Prote&-me 
by. thy faving Grace, fo ſhall Taſlured- 
ly be .made . a Partaker of thy'Heavetr 
ly Kingdom. | 


Meditatidn XXII. 
In time of Sickneſs. 


HE my Prayer 'O Lord, which 
| T make unto thee, upon' my Bed 
of Sickneſs : incline thine Ears unto re; 
in this time of my trouble, O hear me, 

and that right ſoon. | 
Behold thou haſt made my days as it 
'were a Span long, and my Age though 
it be great in reſpe& of others, yet it 15 
nothing in reſpect - of thee : for verily _ 
E 2 every 
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every, Man living 1s altogether Va- 
wry. 

IT. | 


My days are conſumed away like 
Smoke, and my Bones are burnt up, as 
it were a Fire-brand. 

There is no Health in my Fleſh be- 
cauſe of thy diſpleaſure, neither is there 
. any. Reſt in my Bones, by reaſon of. 

my. Sin. 

- _ My wickednefles are gone over my 
Head, and'are a fore burden too heavy 
tor me:to bear. 

But I will confeſs my wickedneſs, 
and be ſorry for my Sin. * 

*:+. 40k 

© Lord be merciful unto me, heal 
my Soul for ] have ſinned againſt 
thee. 

Call to remembrance, O Lord, thy 
tender mercy, and thy loving kindneſs 
which hath been ever of Old. 

; ;2O remember not the Sins of my 
Youth, nor the Offences of riper years, 
but. according to thy mercy think 
thou upon me, : 

IV. 


Caſt me not away in the time of Ape, . 
forlake me not now that my ſtrength 


ialleth me. 


Go 
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Go not far from me, O God, my 
God haſte thee to help me. 

Thou O God haſt taught me from 
my youth up until now :. Forſake me 
not therefore in my old Age, when I 
am Gray-headed. : 


The days of our Age are Threeſcore 
years and ten ; and though fome be {0 
itrong that they come to Fourſcore 
(which is a mercy wherewith rhon haſt 


Crowned me thy unworthy Servant) - 


yet 15 their ſtrength then hut Labour 
and Sorrow, fo foon paſleth. it away 
- and we are gone. 

But, Lord, fuffer me not to go hencs 
in thy Difpleaſure 5 O ſuffer not my 
Sun to go down in thy wrath, nor my 
days to be ſhut up in the darkneſs of 
thine Anger. 

VI. IF 


But as thou art pleaſed to bring me 
to my Grave in a full Age, like as a 
ſhock of Corn cometh in his Seaſon ; 
ſo let me be gathered at laſt like Wheat 
into thy Heavenly Granary. ” 

And let mine Age be renewed. as. 
the Eagles in thy Kingdom of Glory. 

Gloiy be to the Father, and to the 

Son, and to the Holy Gholt. 
| Eq As 


* 
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As it was in the beginning, is now 
and ever ſhall be, World without end. 


Amen. 
VI. 


.'Thon in whoſe hands are the Keys 
of the Grave, and the iffnes of Lite and 
Death. | 
\ Thou in whole Power alone it is to 
kill, and to make alive, and to: bring 
_ down to the Grave, and to raiſe up 
again. 

Thou who hadſt Compaſlion upon 
* Peter's Wives Mother, by recovering 
her out of a Fever. 

I ord if thou wilt, thou canit make 
me whole. 
VHL. 


Thou who didſt ſhew thy mercy to 
- thoſe Daughters of Abrahanm, the Wo- 

' man that for twelve years together was 

diſeaſed with an Ifac of ' Blood, and 
- another, who by the ſpace of eighteen 
years was ſo bowed together, that ſhe 
could in no wiſe lift up her elf, thou 
digſt looſe both theſe, and many more 
from their long infirmities. 

Lord if-thon wilt, thou canſt make 
me whole. 

| IX. 


Thou who didſt reftore to Life the 
; young 
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young Maiden that was dead, Lord if 
thou wilt, thou cagſt reſtore me to my 
Health, who am an aged Sinner, and 
a ſick feeble Creature. 

Thou canft mitigate my Pains, and 
_ my Strength, and lengthen my 
lays. | 

For thou makeſt our Beds in our 
Sickneſs, and art the Lord of Life and 
Health, and Strength ;- even' thou 'art 
the Almighty God and the Horn. of 
my Salvation, O thou ancient of days; 


But, Lord, as for theſe outward 
Bleflings, I wholly ſubmit my felf and - 
them unto thy good Plealure. 

Tf it be thy Blefſed Will to have the 
days of my Pilgrimage prolonged upon 
Earth, make me to live always to thry * 
Glory, and to my own Souls Comfort : | 
as thou doft add days to my years, 1o 
do thou hkewiſe add Repentante&'td my 
days. : | 

XI. 

But if thou thinkeſt it more expe- 
dient for me, that IT ſhould die than 
live, then welcome tay Death and Dil- 
ſolution, withotit which, «there is tb 
entring into Life eternal, hor hopes 'of 
being with Chriſt : Welcome Jeſus, who 
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by thy Death haſt taken away the Sting 

of Death : Welcome that Cup, where- 

of thou my. dear Saviour haſt drank 

before me, and which, even to the ve- 

ry Dregs, thou haſt drank off for me. 
XII. 

And therefore I will readily take this 
Cup of -Death, which thou haſt begun 
unto me, and Praiſe the Name of the 
Lord. I will Praiſe thy Name O ſweet 
Saviour, who giveſt me this Cup of 
Death, the Cup of. Salvation. 

I will Praife thy Name, who haſt 
born all our Sickneffes, for us and all 
. our infirmaties. 

XIII. 


I will Praiſe thy Name, who art the 
Phyſician of Souls, and calleſt all ſuch 
unto thee, as are weary and heavy 
Laden, that thou mayſt refreſh them. 

Amongſt which great number, be- 
hold me, O Lord, thy poor and aged, 


thy weak and ſick Servant ; weary in 
my Bones, and laden with my Sins. 
But, .Lord, I come unto thee, in 0- 
bedience to.thy Call ; and of thoſe that 
come near unto thee, thou caſteft none 
out. Lord, I come unto thee, for caſe 
and refreſhment 


XIV. 
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XIV. | 

O my beloved Saviour Jeſus, in the- 
midſt of the wearinefſs of my Body, in 
the midſt of the load and burthen'of m 
Sins, in the midſt of the Sorrows whi 
are in my Heart, O let thy Comforts 
_ and Conſfolations _— my Soul. 

And when the ſnares of Death com- 
paſs me round about, let not the Pains 
of Hell take hold upon me. . But . by . 
all the:Merits of thy Nativity, , Death, 
Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, I beſeoch 
thee to ſeal unto me, in thine 'own pre- 
cious Blood, and by thy moſt Holy 
Spirit, the full-Pardon of all my, Sins, 
and to admit me, who, am thy,”own 
Purchace, to a Participation of , thy 
Glory. | Zh) Be 


\ A Prayer for a Happy. End mn timeof - 
Sickneſs. | 


() Moft glorious Jeſus, Lamb of 
God, Fountain of etetnal mercy, 
Lite of -the Soul, and Conqueror. over 
Sin and Death, I humbly beſeech thee, 
of thy Goodneſs and Compaſlion, to 
* give me Grace ſo to employ- this trat- 
fitory Life, in vertuous and pious Ex- 
| E 5. ,, cls 


% 
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erciſes, that when the Day of my 
Death ſhall come; 'in the midſt of all 
my Pains of Body,I-may feel the ſweet 
retreſhings of thy Holy Spirir, Com- 
forting my Soul, and relieving all my 
Tpiritual 1am 
Lay no more upon me, than thou 
ſhalt enable me to bear, and let thy 
gentle Corre&ion in this Life, prevent 
the infupportable Stripes in the World 
co come :! give me Patience and Humi- 
lity, and the Grace of Repentance, 
and an abſolute renouncing of my elf, 
and a Reſignation to thy Pleaſure and 
Providence, with a Power to perform. 
thy Will in all things, and then do-what 
thou ptcaſeſt to me ;- only in Health or 
Sickneſs, in Life or Death, let me feel. 
thy Comforts refreſhing my Soul, and 
tet thy Grace pardon all my -Sins. 


LAMmen. 


Medication XXUTE. + | 


| Thankggiving for Eaſe in Sickneſs, or Re- 
covery. out of it. | 


Feſled by thy Name, O Lord, for 
_blefling the means which are ap- 
| UNO ME. It 


—_— 


4s Prepavarion for Death. 99 | 
It is thy hand, and the help of thy 
mercy, that thon' haſt reheved me. 
The' Waters 'of affliction had long 


ſince drowned me, and the Stream'ot 


Death had gone over my Soul, it the - 
Spirit of- the Lord had not moved up- 
-on'theke Waters, and Ted me forth be- 

ſides the watets of Comfort: 
IL 

O ſpread, moft gracions God, accor- 
ding to- thy mercy, thy hand upoh-me 
for a'Covering ; -and alfo enlarge my 
Heart with Thankſgivings, and fill my . 
Mouth witlithy Praite. 
\* Praiſe the Lord, O'my Soul, and all 
that is within me Praiſe his Holy Nathe, 
who hath ſaved thy Life fron Deftru- 
ion; and Crowned-thee with tgrey 
and loving _—— x PLS 

. —"- 

Grant . Tord, that what thowr haft 
ſown in Mercy , may ſpring up in 
Diity. 7 | 

Let my Duty and Returns tothee be - 
ſo great, as ,my+neceſlities of 'thy - 
Mercies are. ' -" y | 

O Let thy Grace fo ftrengthen my 
purpoſes of amendment; that I may 
ſin no more, left thy threatning re- 
turn upon me in Anger, and o 
44 , OFCc 


» 
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: fore Diſpleaſure broek me 'in pieces; 


What am I, O Lord ? what is the 
F.ife, and what are the Capacities of 
thy Servant, that thou ſhouldſt do thus 
unto me ? 

Praiſed be the Lord daily, even the 
Lord that helpeth us, and poureth- his 
Benefits upon us. | | 


He is our God, even, the God from 


. whom cometh. Salvation. ; God is. the 
.. Lord by whom _ eſcape Death. 


In the midſt 'of the. Sorrows which 
were. in my Heart, thy Comforts O 
Lord, haye refreſhed my. Soul. - 

It is thou, O Eord, who: haſt made 
my. Fleſh and my Bones to rejoyce. 

Behold , happy is the Man. whom 
God Correceth ;- therefore deſpiſe not 
the chaſtiſing of - ghty. 

\ For he maketh ſore and bindeth up ; 
he woundeth, and. his hands make 
whole.. - | 

In the midſt of Judgment, he re- 


membreth 57-7 | 
Lord thou haſt lifted up the light of 


thy Countenance upon me. 


Yea, 


a 2<-5- 4 


| 
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Yea, Lord, thou haſt put gladnefſs 

into my Heart ; O. be- thoa. pleaſed 

gracioully to Or tO it. 

I will lay me :down in Peace; and 
| take my Reſt, for it is thon Lord only 
which makeſt me. dwell in fatety; - 

O Lord, - I g1VC thee humble- and 
| hearty thanks, tos thy great and almoſt 
miraculous bringing me back trom” the 
bottom. of my Grave ;- what” thou haft 
further for me-to-do or luffes;' thou; .a- 
lone knowelt.;;,,- + : --+ ©- 

,- VEL 

Lord give me Patience and Courage, 
and all Chriſtian reſolution to do thee 
Service;;- repleniſh -me evermore with 
thy Grace, to ſubmit toxhy. Holy-Will; 
and let-me not live longer than ta:Ho- 
nour thee, through Jeſus. Chriſt. - 

Lord Lhave beer ſick.and feeble, and: 
thou haſt recovered my ſtrength-;:I am 
very aged and greatly ſtricken-in years, 
yet thou- art {till pleaſed to add; unto 
my days ; {antifie therefore,good Lord, 
the remainder of my Lite, and ſweeten 
| unto. ms the approaches of my Death. 


A 
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A Projer of Thankſgiving. 


Oft Gracious God, whoſe mercy 


is as high as the Heavens, and' 
whoſe truth reaches unto the Clonds: | 


thy Mercies are 'as great and man i 
the moments: of Eternity ; thou haſt 


, opened wide thy, hand of Providence 


to fill me-with Bleflings, and the ſweet 
Effects of thy loving kindneſs ; fillm = 
Soul with great ap —_— 
impreſſes. © akable Mereies; 
that my Thankflnek s'/may be as oreat, 
as my neceflity nero are, * 
..O0 Lord, thou haſt heard my Proyeis, 
and haft broken'ih fanderthe-Bonds of 
Sicknels,” and 'haft delivered iy! Soti 
from trouble and heavinefs ; thou haſt 
ſhatched me from the ſnares of Death, 
4nd-ſaved me from the: Pains of Hell. 
O'let. my Soul reft -in thee, -and be fa- 
@efiedHh the Pleaſares of thy nn 


thitwhen thou ſhalt call all the whole. 


Unpiverlc to Judement, from the'riſin 
of the Sin to'the poing down thereof, 
I may in thy ile avenly Kingdom fi ing 
Praiſes to thee, tor eyermore, Amen. 


Medita- 


& % 4. "Fa " HS g— A 
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Meditation CXTV. 


Comfortable refreſhments at the hour of 
Death, to be uled by thoſe who are pre- 
fent. | | 


Od fo loved the World, that he gave 

LJ his only begotten Son, "that who- 

ſoever believeth in him, ſhould not pe- 

riſh, but have everlaſting Life, Fohr 
<= (-"t4 TN ae #” 

. IF any Man ſin, we-havs an Advo- 


cate with the Fattier, Jefis Chrift' the 


righteous, and' he is the Propitiation 
for our Sins; and not for ours only, but 
for the Sins bf the. whole World, 
Ef Tobn 2:13: 7} & 
DON 1r 

©"! Vertly,  verily--I {ay into yon, he 
that: heareth my Word, and believeth 
in him that ſent” nie, hath everlaſting 
Life, and | ſhall not come into: Con- 
dethibation': But is paſſed from Death 
unto Life, Fobn 5.24. * Sema 

' All *chat the'Father giveth m& ſhall 
come: unto me, and him that cometh 
to me, I will: in no wiſe. caſt out, 


John 6.37: . | I. P 
| _ 


LO4, 4A Funeral Gift : -Or, 
III. 

Why art thou ſo full of heavineſs 
O my -Soul, and why art thou ſo dif: 
quieted within me, put thy truſt in 
God, for I will yet give him thanks.for 
thehelp of -his Countenance, P/al.4 2.6. 
- In my Fathers Houſe are many 

Manſions, John 14. 2. 

What things were Gain to me. thoſe 
I counted loſs for - iſt, Ph2l. 3.7. - 

For our Converlation is in Heaven, 
from whence alſo we look for the Sa- 
viour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Who- ſhall. Change* ous vile Body, 
that it may be faſhioned like unto' his 
glorious Body, according to- the work- 
ing whereby he is able even to ſubdue 
all things unto himſelf, P4:1.3.20, 21. 

..' I preſs towards © the: Mark: for the 


price of the high calling of God. in- 


Chriſt Jeſus, Pl. 3. 14. 


V | 
+ Set your Aions ory things above, 


not on things of the Earth. .. 

-. For ye.'ars; dead,. and your Life is 
tud with Chriſt. 

... When Chriſt, who: is our Life. ſhall 
appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with 
tum in Glory, . Colof. 3. 2. 3. | 


In 
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In whom we have Redemption 


through his Bloed, even the forgive- 
neſs of our Sins, Col. I. 14. 
| VI 


It in this Life ,only we have hope 
.in Chriſt, we are of all Men moſt mi- 
ſerable, x Cer. 15. 19. | 

For we know, that if our earthly 
Houſe of this Tabernacle were diilol- 
ved, we have a building of God, an 
.Houſe not made with hands, eternal 
in the Heayens. | 

For in this we groan earneſtly, de 
firing to: þ& cloathed upon with our 
Houſe, which is from Heaven, 2 Coy. 
6. Ia. ; 

For our light Aflition, which is 
but for a moment, worketh for us a 
far more exceeding eternal- weight of 


Glory. 

| The things which are ſeen, are tem- 
pared; but, the 'things which are not 
een are eternal, 1 Ccy. 4. 17, 18. 


I am in - a great, Strait berwixt two, 
baving a delire;. to - depart, , and to' be 
with Chrift, wh'ch is tar better. 


' For to me to live is Chriſt, and to 

die is Gain, Phil.1.21. _ | ; 

Let. this mind be in you, 'which 
was 
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was allo in Chriſt Jeſus, Phil. 2. x. 

None of us liveth to himſelf, and no 
Man dieth to himſelf. 0 


For whether we live, we live untoſ: - 
the Lord : and whether we-die-, wel C 
S 


pag 


die unto the Lord :: Whether .we live 
therefore or die, we are the Lord's ſ] | 
Rom. 14. 7, 8. 


VIE us 
I heard a voice from, Heaven, 1ay4] f 
ing unto*me, write ; from henceforti 
Blefſed are the dead, which die in the P 
Lord; even ſo ſaith the Spirit;tor theyſ c: 
reſt from thei? Labours, Rev. 24. 13. Þ| tx 
I am the Reſurrection and the Lift 
faith the Lord : He that believeth mg. .4 
me, though he were dead, yet ſhall he 
live, and whoſoever liverh, and beg -. 
ltieveth in me ſhall never die, Fob 171. ( 
IT know that my Redeemer: livetng.\ 
and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter day 0! 
upon the Earth. And though fter my} in 
Skin worms deſtroy this Body ; yet it ly 
my Fleſh ſhall I ſee God : whom I {hal n 


ſee for my elf , ; and my, Eyes thal-hi 
behold, and” not /aftether, Fob 119. 25 w 
20, 27: EI L © Sp | A 

We brought nothing into this World $; 


and it is certain, we can carry nothin 
out. 
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7.4 out. The. Lord gave, and the Lord 

of hath taken away ; Blefled be the Name 
of the Lord, x Tim. 6.7. Fob x. 21.  - 

I: . O Death, where -is thy Sting ? O 

© Grave, where is thiy-Vidtory 2? 

el, The Sting of Death is Sin, and the 

| Strength of Sin is the Law. 

_ - But thanks be to God, which giveth 

us the Vidory, through our Lord Je- 
tus Chriit, x Gor. 15. 55,56, 57- | 


F Peace according to thy word, and, re- 
| ceive his Soul into thy Fatherly - Pro- 
tection. Amen. 


A Prayer for a ſick Perſon, when there ap- 
pear ſmall hopes of Recovery. 


YN Father of Mercies, and God of 
XZ all Comfort,our only help in time 
wy of need ;* we fly unto thee for Succour 
Win behalf of this thy Servant, here 
lying under thy hand, in great weak- 
_ nels of Body. Look graciouſly upon 
him,. O'Lord ; and the more the ount- 
J ward Man decaycth, ſtrengthen him, 
we beſeech thee, ſo much the more 
| continually with. thy Grace and Holy 
a Spirit in the inner Man. - 


II 


' Þ 


Lord, now let thy Servant depart in _ 
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IL. 
Give him unfeigned Repentance farl d& 
all the Errours of his Lite paſt, and 
ſtedfaſt Faith in-thy Son Jeſus, that hi} 
Sins may be done away by thy mercyhe 
and his Pardon ſealed in Heaven, before oy 
he go hence, and - more ſeen. We | 
know, O Tord, that there is no word 
impolſ{ible with thee ; and that if thouſſof 
wilt, thou canſt even yet raiſe him up} 
and grant him a longer continuanceIW 
amongſt us. * : it 
IIL | th 
Yet, forafmuch, - as in all appearanceſth 
the time of his Diſſolution drawethW 
near, lo fit and prepare him, we bef]ay 
leech thee, againſt the hour of Death! 
that after his Departure hence in Peac 
and in thy Favour, his. Soul may be 
received, into'thine everlaiting King4an 
dom- through the Merits and Media-Jta] 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt, thine only Sonfoy 
our Lord and Saviour. Amen. be 


pl 
A Commendatcry Prayer for a ſick Pave 
[on, at the Point of Departure: W] 


Almighty God, with whom dolfa 
livethe Spirits of juſt, Men madeÞy 
perte&, after they are delivered roy 
, ene 
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their earthly Priſons ; we humbly com- 
mend the Soul of this thy Servant, our 
I dear Brother, into thy hands, as into 
lf the - hands of a faithful Creator, and . 
A moſt - merciful Saviour ; moſt humbly 
bekeching thee, that it may be.preci- 
ous in thy ſight. 

; [. 


a - Waſh it, we pray thee, in the Blood 
of that immaculate Lamb that was 
dſain, to take away the Sins of the 
AWorld ; that whatſoever Defilements 
it may have contracted in the mid(t of 
this miſerable and naughty World, 
through the Luſts of the Fleſh, or the 
Wiles of Satan, being purged and'done 
HJaway, it may be preſented pure, and 
nywichout ſpot before thee. 

: III. 

And teach us, who ſurvive, in this 
gyand other like daily Spactacles ot Mor- 
&Ftality, to fee how frail, and. uncertain 
Mfour own Condition is, and io to num- 
ber our days, that we may ſeriouſly ap- 
ply our Hearts to that Holy and Hea- 
:renly Wiſdom whilſt we live here, 
which may in the end bring us to Lite 
erlaſting, through the Merits of Je- 
doftfis Chriſt thine only Son our Lord and 


dÞDaviour. Amen. | 
Qy1! Medita- 


Cir 
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4 | 
Meditation XXV. 


Of the uncertainties of our Lives, and | 
that we ought always to be prepared for 
Death. | T5 


HY many ways are there, where- 
by to fruſtrate the intents and 
ends of Nature * How many are there 
buried before their Birth 2 how ' many 
Mens Cradles become their Graves! 
how many rifing Suns are ſet, almoff 
as. foon'as they are rifen ? and over: 
taken, in darkneſs in the very dawning 
of their days ? how many are there, 
like good King Feſigs, hike righteous 
Abel; and Enoch, who are taken aw 
ſpeedily from amongit rhe wicked, as it 
were in the Zenith or Vertical Point ol y 
their Strength _ na | D 
It is in every Man's Power to be Ma ; 
ſter of our Lives, who is but able to] 5 
deſpiſe his own ; nay, 'tis in every 1j 
ones Power who can but wink, to turn 
our Beauty into darkneſs; and in times 
of Peſtilence, how many are there cat 
look as dead, by an Arrow jhot out g, 
of the Eye into the Heart ? For , one 
ſingle way of coming into the wy 
now 


/ 
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how many-/are there to go out of it be. 
fore our time? (I mean before Nature js 
I] waſted within us.) Many are ſent out 
'j of the World, by the Difficulties and 
'F Hardſhips of _— in. 

I 


- We are eaſily cut off, by cating and 
drinking , the very Inſtruments and 
Means of Lite. Not to ſpeak of thoſe 
oereater Slaughters, which are com- 
monly committed by Sword and Fa- 
mine, (which yet muſt both give place 
-F to ſurfeir,) Death = potithly fly to- 
us, as once to eE/chylus, in an Eagles 
Wing, or we may eaſily fwallow Death, 
3s Anacreon did 1n ws 

We may be murder'd, like Homer, 
with a fit of Grief : or fall, like Pinda- 
rus, by our Rep:ſe: we may become a 
Sacrifice, as Philemon of old, to a little 
+} 7eſf. Or elſe as Sophecles, to a witty 
(OF. Sentence. We may be caten up of Worms, 
TJ like mighty Herod, or prove a Feaſt for 
my the Rats, like him of Aerts. 

V. 

A Man may vomit out his Soul, as 
Sulla did in a fit of Rage; or elſe like 
wy Coma, may force it backwards. He 

| may periſh by his Strength, as did Po!y- 


damas 


"© On. i. = 


ge 
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damas and Milo.” Or he: may. die, like 
Thaſna, by the very excels of his In- 


Joyment VEE - *- may be Provender for his 
Horſes, like Diomedes.: or Proviſion for. 


his Hewnds, like A&zcn and Lucian. Or 
elle like Tullus Hoſtillius, he may , be 
burnt up quick with a flaſh of Light- 


W1Np. 
. - VL 


Or if there were nothing from with« 
out, which could violently break off 
our thread of Lite, (and which being 
a ſlender thread is very ealily cut aſun- 
der) we have a thonſand inteſtine Ene- 
nemies to diſpatch us ſpeedily from 
within, there is hardly any thing in the 
Body ,. but furniſheth matter for a 
Diſeaſe. | wn 

FL 


There is not an Artery or Vein, but is 
a Room in Natures Work-houle, where- 
in our Humours as fo many Cyclops's are 
forging thoſe Inſtruments of Mortality, 
which every moment ot our Lives are: 
able to iweeprus into our. Graves : an 
ordinary 4poplexie, or a little Impoſt une 
in the Brain, or a ſudden R;/#g of the 
Lights, 1s enough to make a Man Die 
- in Healch ; and may Lodge him in Hea-, 
ven or Hell, before he hath the Leifure 
to cry for Mercy. " The 
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The Prayer. 


Hou didſt make us for thy ſelf, O 
| Lord, and when we by our Sins 


and Follies had for ever loſt-thee, thou 


didſt reſtore us to thy ſelf again, that 
we might not be eternally deprived of 
thee our only good : O fill us with per- 
petual Meditations of thy Love : Let 
thoſe Joys which are ſo much above our 


thoughts be ever in them ; let our ina- 


bility to comprehend the Happineſs of 
thy Kingdom helghacn the Piety- of our 
Ambition after it more, that we may 
walk in ſome meaſure worthy of ſo Di- 
vine a Purchace. = 


Prepare us with all thoſe Heavenly 
Graces that may entitle us.to.it, and 
with all thoſe ſpiritual Deſires that may 
make us breath and long after it ; that 
ſo our Hearts being there before, we 
our ſelves may come after, and being. 
tranſported in our Deſires, may be alfo 


in our Perſons, to everlaſting Enjoy- * 


ments ; and as onr Lives are uncertain 
in this World, grant that we may be 
ready- prepared, that Death comes not 
upon us unawares. Amen. 

F Medi- 
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Meditation XXVI. 
On the Frailties of cur Lives. 


()E<: Houſes of Clay, as El;phaz, the 
Temanite, titly calls them, Feb 4. 
19. ſeem as falſe and frail, as the Apples 
of Sodom'; which being -ſpecious to the 
Eye , did fall to Crumbles by every 
Teuch. The Frame of our Building is 
not only ſo frail, but (as ſome have 
thought.) fo ridiculous, that if we Con- 
template the Body of Man in his Con- 
' dition of Afortality, and by refle&ting 
upon the. Sul, do thereby prove it to 
be Immortal,, we ſhall be tempted to 
ſtand amazed at the mecqualiry of the 
AMatch:: but ro wonder at. our Fa:l- 
ty, were bur to wonder that' we are 
Aten. 
| IL. 

- Yet ſure if Ze, that is-our Seuls, (for 
- our Bodies are 1o far from being Us, 
that we can hardly call them Ovrs,) 
are not capable of C:rruptiong our Bo- 
- dies were not intended for our Hu:s- 
bands, but for our Hoyſes, whoſe Doors 
w1ll - either be open, that we may $0 
torth, or whoſe building will be Ruinous, 

| enar. 
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that needs we wuſt ; we cannot, by 
any means poſlible, make it theplace ; 
for.though our Bodies, as faith our Sa- 
viour, arc not fo Glorioms as\the - Lilies, 
yet, faith Jot, they are as frar!. 
HI. x 
And by that time, with David, they 
wax vid as doth a Garment ,. how ear- 
neſtly, with St. Paul, ſhall ve groan to 
be cloathed upon! 2 Cor. F. 2. tO be 


 cloattd with New Apparel, whilſt the 


Old is as 'twere turning ? For when 
Chriſt ſhall come in the Clouds with 
lis Holy Angels, at once to reſtore, and 
reform our Nature, He ſhall change our 
wile Bodies, that they may be changed like 
unto his Glorious Body. 

TV. 

But here I ſpeak of what it is, not 
what it ſhall be ; though it ſhall be Glc- 
rious, Yet now it 15 Vile 3; though it ſhall 
be Immortal, yet now 'tis fading ; though 
it ſhall be a lovg Life, *tis zo a ſhort one ;; 
it is indeed fo ſhort, and withal fo »-- 
certain, that we brine our years to an end, 


like a Tale that is toll, Pfal. 9o. 9. 
V 


Death comes fo haſtily upon us, that 
we never can /ee -:t, till we are Blind. 
We cannot bi; know, that 1t 1s ſhort, 

F2 for 


116 A Funeral Gift: Or, 
for we fade-away ſuddenly like the Grafs ; 
and yetwe know not how ſhort it 15, for 
we pray that God will teach us to num- 
ber our days, Plal. go. 12. 

+ ith | 
This we know without teaching ; 
hat even then when we were bern, we 

began to draw towards our end, Wil. 5.13. 
whether ſleeping, or waking, we are 
always flying upon the Wings of Time z 
even this very moment, doth ſet us well 
on - towards our Journeys end ; whe- 
ther we are Worldly , and therefore 
ſtudy to keep Life ; or Male-contents, 
and therefore - weary of its Poſſeflion ; 
the King of Terrours, will not fail, ei- 
ther to meet, or overtake us. 

VIL 
And whilſt we are Travelling to the 
very lame Countrey, (I mean the Land 
of Forgetfulveſs, without conſidering it, 
as an Anti-Chamber to Heaven or Hell,) 
although we walk thither in ſeveral ' 

Roads ; 'tis plain that he who lives 
longeſt, gOCs but the fartheſ# way about, 
-and that he who dies ſooneſ#, goes the 
" neareſt way home. | 

| VIIL 
IT remember it was a Humour, I 
-knaw not whether of a Cruel, or Ca- 
| pricicns 
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pricious Emperour, to put a Tax upon 
Child-births ; to make it a thing exci/ea- 
ble, for a Man to be born of a Woman, 
As if he had farm'd God's Cuſtom honſe, 
he made every Marin Fine, for being a 
Man ; a great inſtance of. This: Cruelty, 
and as good an Emblem of our Frailty ; 
our State of Pilgrimage upon Earth. 


For we arrive at this World,. as at a 
Foreign - and ſtrange Countrey 5 Where I 
am {ure it is Proper, although not Fuft, 
that we pay Tull for our very Landing, 
and then being Landed, we are fuch 
tranſitory Inhabitants, that we do not 
ſo properly dwell _ as ſojourn. 


All the Meat we take in 1s at God's 
Ordinary ; and even the Breath which 
we drink, is not ours, but his, (which 
when be taketh away, we die, and are 
turd again into our Puff.) infomuch 
that to expire, 15 no more in Effect, then 
to be honeſt : to pay back a Life, which 
we did: but borro2v. 
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_ The Prayer. 
* Be haſt brought us from nothing, 
4. :O Lord, that we might fee thy 
Salvation ; that we who might have 
been for ever without thee , might 
through the knowledge of thy felt be 
macle Partakers of thy Glory. 
| IL 

O enliven us, that we may give up 
_ our ſelves wholly to thy Service, and 
perpetually ſtudy to do ſomething. to 
the Honour of thy Name, that we 
may not throw away thoſe Souls on . 
the Vanities of the World; which thou 
aft given us for thy ſelf, and to be 
employed in 'thy Service : But that, 
ſacrificing our Wills to thine, and our 
Lives to a perfe&t Love of thee, we 
may: find that. joy which. accompanies 
thy Grace here,: and that Glory which 
nows. no end or change: hereafter in 
y Preſence for evermore. Amen.. 


Medita- | 
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Meditation XX VII 


That Death frees us from the Vexations, 
Troubles and Cares of this mortal Life. 


Short Life and a Merry, 1s that 
which many Men applaud, but 
as the Son of a Woman, hath but a 
few days to live, ſo even thoſe few days 


are full of trouble. - And indeed fo 
they are, in_ whatſoever Condition a 


Man is plac'd : for if he is Poor, he. 


hath the trouble of Pazzs, to” get the 
Goods of this World. 

js | 
- | If he is Rich, he hath the trouble of 
Care, to keep his Riches. ; the trouble 
of Avarice, to encreaſe them ;* the 
trouble of Fear to loſethem ; the trou- 
ble of Sorrow when they are loſt. And 
ſo his Riches can. only make him- the 
more illuſtriouſly: Happy: DOS CLDLTOY 

_ HE. TONNE 

If he lives as he ought, he hath" the 
trouble of Self-denials 5 the trouwbk of 
mortifying the Fleſh, with the: Aﬀetions 
and Luſts, Col. 3.'5. -the trouble of- be- 
ing in Deaths often, 2 Cor. r1: 23. the 
trouble of Crucifying himſelf, Row2.6.6. 
' and of. dying daily, 1 Cor. 15-31. 


gr © 
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IV. 

If to avoid thoſe Troubles, he lives 
in Pleaſure, as he onght -not, he hath 
the trouble of being told, that he. is 
Dead whilft he lives, 1 Tim. 5. 6. the 
trouble to thik that he muſt die ; Feele/. 
4.1. 1. the trouble tor Fear, (whilſt he is 
_ dying) that he muſt Live when he* 1s 
Dead, that he may die eternally. 

| V. 

| Not to ſpeak of thoſe Troubles which 
a Man ſuffers in hs Non-age, by be- 
ing weaned from the Breaſt, and by breed- 
ing Teeth ; in his Boy-age and Youth, 
by the bearing the yoke of Subjection, 
and the rigid Diſcipline of the Rod 
in his Manhood and riper years, by ma- 
king Proviſion for all his Family, as 
Servant General to the whole. 

VI. 

Not to ſpeak of thoſe Troubles, 
which flow in upon him from every 
quarter, whether by Loſſes, or Affronts, 
Contempts or Envying, by the Anguiſh of 
ſome Maladies, and by the Loathſomene(s 
of others ; rather than want matter of 
- trouble, he will be moſt of all rroubled, 
that he hath _— to wex him. 

IL 
In his ſober Intervals and Fits, when 


he | 
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he conſiders that he muſt die, and be- 
gins to caſt up the Account of his Sins, it 
will be /o-ze trouble- to him; that he is 
without Chaſtiſement, whereby he knows 
he is a Baſtard and not a Son, Heb.12.8. 
VUL 

It will di/quiet him not a little, that 
he lives at reſt in his -Poſſeſſions 3 and be- 
come his great Cro/s, that he hath Pre- 
ſperity in all things. Not only the Sting 
and the Stroak, but the very remem- 
brance of Death will be bitter to him ; SO 


ſaich Jeſus the Son of Sirach, Wiſd. ax. 


/ t rſe Te. | 
The Prayer. 


AN yet how hardly can we endure 
- A even; the ſmalleſt trouble for thy 
ſake, O Lord? So infenfible are we of 
thy -Goodnefs, ſo forgetful of thy Po- 
wer, that we do not only in our wants 
condemn. and accuſe thy Providence, 
but are ready even to turn Inhdels ur 
ourmisfortunes. & 
Make us therefore O Lord, to ſee 
- the Vanity both of the World and 'our 
own Hearts, the Pleaſures | of it ma 
_ ngither drown, nor the Crofles of it 
_—_E Ee 2 OS... 
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deje& our Hope; or diſcourage:our obe- 
dience: Let.'that Glory which thou, 
haſt promiſed. ;to; thoſe: that congtier 
the World for thy, 1ake, be ever in our 
Eye; that ſo, in, what Condition ſoe- 
ver we are in, we 'may {till be found 
Crown'd; and- Triumphing in Faith ; 
above all - the Troubles and Vexations 
of this World. 147 


—_ ——— 


Meditation, XXVIIE. 


That many have delired Death, rather than 
Life. 


An that is born of a Woman, is. 
2. fo. full of trouble to, the Brim, 
that many times.it overflows him. On: 
one ſide or other, we all are troubled, 
- but lome are troubled on every ſide, 2 Cor. 
4. 8, inſomuch that they themſelves, are 
the- greatett trouble unto ' themſelves ;- 
and 'tis a kind of. Death to them, they 
cannot die. 
II 


We. find King Devid ſo Sick of Life, 
as to fall into a wiſhing for the Wings 
of a Dove, that ſp his Seul, might tiy 


away. 
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away from the great impediments of 
his Body. He Confefled, that hrs days 


were at the- lmgeſ-but- a Spajs, Pal: 35. 
5. and yet complained they were'no 


ſhorter. 
IL. 


It \eems that Span was as the Scion of 
a withered hand ; which - the farther he 
ſtr etched out, the more 4t frieved: him. 
He was weary of his groanmg, Pal. 6.6. 
his Soul did pant after Heaven, Plal.42.1. 
and even thir/ted after God, Verle 2. and 
he might once more have cryed (tho' 
in-atiother SenfſeY 1/5 ' 75 me, that I am . 
conſtrain'd to dwell with Meſech, and to 
have my Habitation among. the Tents f 
Kedar ! 

IV. 


- T Remember that 'Charedemus corh- 
— Man's Life to 'a Feaſt; or Banquet. 
And F-the rather took fvtice* of it, 25. 
cauſe the Prophet Elijah did q- LD 
ſome Senſe) to have made ..it 


Who after a for \ſecond - G I 


may ſay) of Tiving, as 

ef 'of - fe, "Chyed «uf 
enugh 3and whe try oaks 
deſired: God ro \rake away z for 
TT SCCIPLUre, 'I King: x9. we bay Lake: | 


= | 


0] 
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V. 

He went inio the Wilderneſs (alolitary 
place, and there he ſate under a Fun- 
per Tree , .(in a Melancholly poſture) 
and requeſted of God, that he might die 
(in a very diſconſolate and doleful man- 
ner) even pouring forth his Soul in 
thele melting Accents, It is enough now, 
O Lord, take away my Life, for I am no 
better than my Fathers. 

VL 

And it Elyjah's days were full of 
Txoublehow were Fob's overwheln/d,and 
rumning over with his Calamities ? when 
- the Terrours of God did ſet themſelves in 
array againſt him, Job. 6. 4. how did. he 
. long for Deſtru#ion ; Verle 8, 9. O (faith 
he) that I might have my requeſt, that 
God. would grant me the thiug that I hong 
' far !. Ewen. that it would pleaſe him to de- 
 ftroy me, that he would let looſe his. hand, 
and cut. nie off. 

VIE 


How. did he Cur/e the day, the day of 
bis Birth, and tbe Night wherein he was 
Concerud ? Job 3.1, 3,4, 5. &c. Let 
that Day be. darkneſs, ttt the ſhadow of 
Death ff ain it, let. a Cloud dwell upon it, 
let Blackneſs, terrifie it. And for the Night 
kt it not be joyned to the days of the year. 
on | Let 


& 
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Let the Stars of the Twilight thereof be 
darkned ; neither let it f.- the dawning 
of the Day. | 
VHL | 
And what was his reaſon for this nn- 
kindneſs to that particular Day and 
Night, ſave that they brought 'upon 
him the 7rouble of being a Man born of 
a Woman: For we find him complain- 
ing a little after, Why. died T no: from the 
. Womb ! why did Inot give up the Ghoſt, 
when Fcame out of the Belly? Job-3. 


II, 12. oh 

And then for the Life of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, who is called by way of Emi- 
| nence, the Son of Man ;: and as his, Life 
was ſhort, ſo it was full of Trouble. 
He was called, vir Dolorum, a a 
Sorrows, and Was acquainted with: grief, 
Ja..53. 3. for the whole Tenour of his 
Life was a Continuation of his Ca- 


| lamities. 


The Prayer. 


'S; Eord; though perhaps I amr not 
ſo bad as ſome ; yet Fam fo bad 
in my ſelf, that the Leper in the Goſpel 
4 Braury to my Soul, Lazarus's Corps 

Ki a 
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a Comelineſs to my Sores; yet were 
I .more impotent than'the- Cripple - of 
Bethe(da, more Leprous than the mine, 
whole Ingratitude was more loathſome 
than their. Diſeaſe ; were thoſe Legi- 
ons, ejected by thy word, received in 
me, were | as bad as Satan could with 
to make me: yet I know thy Good- 
neſs, and I do not doubt thy Power, 
but thou canſt cleanſe me and eaſe me 
of all my Troubles, Vexations and In- 
firmities ;, and bring me at laſt to thy 
Heavenly Kingdom. . Amen. 


_—— 
ll 


——_—_ — he 


; Meditation: XKXIX. 
Of mproving our Time. 


F: Man's time: be but! ſhort, it 'Gon- 
oerns us to. take - up ' the: Prayer 
Gi David, Pſal..39. 4. that God would 
Teach us to know our End, and the number 
of our days, that we, like Hezekiah, 
2 Kings 20. 6. may be fully certified how 
ſhort cour tirze 35. , It concerns 1is-to tke\ 
np the Reſolution of Fob, 14.2. all the 
days of our a pointed time, mnceſjantly to' 
wait tilf our Change cometh.. | ul 
d- : II 


Fd 
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It concerns us,.not-:to ſay with tlie 
rich Man in the Parable, Luke xr 2! 18. 
We will pull. down our Barns - and build 
greater, and there we will beſtow all cur 
Fruits and cur Goods. Much leſs ma 
we ſay with that other Worlding,. Verſe- 
19. Souls take, your eaſe, eat, drink and 
be merry, for ye have' much Goods laid up 
for many "years : For alas! how can we 
know, filly Creatures as we are, but 
that this wery: Night, yea this very 2n- 
mute, either they may be taken from xc, 
or we from them 2. there 1s ſuch a, Fa. 
dingriefs. on their Parts; and-fuch a 
Ficklenels on ours. | 

HI. 

But rather it concerns us to fay with 
70b, Chap. 1.21. Naked came we into 
the Wotld,: and naked ſhall we go: out. of 
it., Or rather . yet, 4t' concerns::ns, to 
ſay with David; Plal. 39..12. Thatiwe 
are Strangers upon Earth, .and but ſo ma- 
ny. Sojourners, .as all our Fathers. were ; 
for whilſt we conſider we are-but Srran-: 
pers, we ſhallas Strangers aud:Pilgrims,ab- 
[tain from fleſhly Luſts, which war againſt: 
the Soul, 1-Pet. 2. _ Heb. tx, 13. .-- -: 

And fo long as we remember we a 
vp Ut. 
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but Sojourners upon: Earth, we ng! v4 


the time of our Sojourning - here in fear. 
And behaving- our -felves, among the 
Gentiles a5 a choſen Generation, a Royal 
Prieſthood, an Holy Nation, a peculiar Pec- 
ple, e ſhall ſhew forth his Praiſe, who 
hath called us out of Darkneſs into his mar- 
wellous light, 1 ax 9. I2. 

Next let us conſider, that ſince: our 
Life is uncertain, as well as ſhort, it con- 
cerns us immediately, to Labour hard in 
the improvement of this our Span into 
Eternity ;' to employ oar very ſhort and 
wncertain time, in making a ſeaſonable 
Proviſion againſt them both ; T'mean 
its ſhortneſs, and - po 

3 

For ſhall we be laviſh even of that, 
which is ſo caſily-Lof, and of which we 
have ſo very /ittle, and every-minute of 
which little, does carry fuch a weight 
with it, as' will be either a kind of Pu!/- 
ky.to help to raiſe us up to Heaven, or 
elſe a Cs to pull us down to the low- 
eſt- Hell? of whatloever- we maybe 
waſteful,” we ought to be Char 
time, which doth Incondalind 
and will eternally be reckoned on our 
Account. 7 


\ 


y periſh, 


VI 


| 
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VII. 

Now the way. to provide againſt the 
ſhortneſs of our Life, is ſo to live as to 
die, to the greateſt advantage to be ima- 
gind; ſo to die, as to live for ever. 
What Tobir ſaid to Tobias, Tob. 4. 21. 
in reipe& of wealth, [ Fear not my Son, 
that we are made poor, for thou haſt much 
wealth, if thou fear God, and depart from 
all ſin, and do that which is rhy m his 
fieht.] He might have ſaid as well in 
reſpe& of I/i/dom, and by Conſequence 
as well in reſpect of Jozg Life. For as 
the Fear of the Lerd is (olid. Wiſdom, and to 
depart from evil is underſtanding, Job 28. 
28. DO honourable Age is'z not that which 
» fandeth in the length, northat is meaſured 
| one of years, but Wiſdom is the Graj- 

air unto Men, and an  un[potted Life is 
old Age, Wild. 4. 8, 9. 
VIIL 

To be devoted like Anne, to the' 
Houſe of God, ſo as to ſerve him Night 
and Day with Faſting and Prayer, Luke 
 2.-37. and not to Content our elves 
with that which is meerly lawful,or bare- 
ly enough to ſerve twrn, but to ſtudy the 
things that are more excellent, to ftrain 
hard towards Perfe#ijon, to forget theſe 
things that are behind, and to reach forth 
| unto 


-— 
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wnto thoſe things that are before, preſſing on 
towards the Mark, for the price of the bigh 
calling of God in Chrift Feſus, Phil. 3. 
I3, 14, 

IX. 


This is to amplifie our lives, and to 
fruſtrate che Malice of our Mortality ; 


— 


and.as the want of Srature, many times 


is ſfupply'd in :bickneſs ; ſo this is to live. 


a great deal 1n the I#tle time of our Du- 
rattcy. 


The Prayer. 


Trengthen us therefore, 'O Lord, a- 
gainft tho, Vanities of the World, 
and raiſe up onr Thoughts to the Con- 
templation' of thy Glory, level in us 
every proud Thought that dares exalt 
it {elf againſt the Power and Purity of 
thy Law ; and ſan&ific us for thy {elf 
arid thy Service more, that the Practice 
of a Holy Life may be, as it ought, our 
. Chieteſt Employment, that ſo when we 
depart hence, we may be received to 


thee, and being ſeen no more here, we: 


may-behold thee inthy Heavenly Ki 
dom. . Amer. 


” 


Medita- - 


gb 
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Meditation XXX. 


Motives not to defer our Repentance,. tc a 
future time. | 


TL provide againſt the ancertainty 
4 of our time, the way to do that, 
to diſtruſt the future, and tolay hold 
ypon the pretent ; {o:to live every hour, 
a5 if we-were not to live the next. Ha- 


.| ring a ſhort time to live, our time to 


repent cannot be long. And not at- 
lured-of the morrow, 'tis madneſs nor 
to repent to day ; when we fee many 
Perſons of - the moſt promiſing Coun- 
tenances,'and the moſt proſperous Con- 
{titutions, :not only ſnatched away by 
an carly,but ſudden Death, Why ſhould 
we not feriouſly conſider, that we may 
be of their number,having noPromile to 
the contrary,cither within or without us? 


What happens to any Man;zmaaShap- 

en to every Man ; every Man deing 
Cronated with. the ſame meafares of 
Montality.-:Fis :true indeed, that-we 
may hve- titl;we:'hre Old g18nt "tis'cas 
true, that we. may; die whilſt we ware 


Young ; and therefore the latter Pol- 


ſibility 


332 'A Funeral Gift, Or : 


ſibility ſhould as well prevail with "w 55 

for a diſpatch bf our Repentance, as theſjuſt 

former too too often prevails upon whGe 

for a delay. we 
\ HI. 

Nay if we procraſtinate our Repen|  } 
tance, in hope of living till we arfhi; 
Old. How much rather ſhould wel 
precipitare it, for fear of dying whilltÞy 
we are Young ? (if yet it were pollſplj 
ble, to precipitate ſo good and necefſje, 
fary a work, as a ſolid, impartial, ſincere 
Repentence.) | Wi 

En / | 

For as to repent whilſt we are 
Young, can never do us the leaſt pre- 
-Judice ; ſo it may probably do us the 
greateſt harm, to poſt it off till we 
are Old : Nay, it may coſt us the loſs 
of Heaven, and a ſad Eternity in Hell, 
if we defer our Repentance '(I do not} 
ſay till we are Old, but if we deter it) Iq; 
..being Young, till one day older than 

| Jt 
(1 
y 


now-we-are. | 
V. | | 
And ſhall we defer it beyond to day, 
becauſe we may do it as well to'mor- 
row ? 'Fhis is madneſs unexpreſlible: 
For 2s 'tis true, that we may, ſo 'ris:as: 
true, that we may not. Our know- 

: ledge 
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edge of the one, is juſt as little as of 
Whe. other. (Or rather our ignorance is 
uſt as much) and ſhall we dare to tempt 
Sod, by preſuming -upon that which 
we do not know ? 
VL 
MH. Are Heaven and Hell fuch trivial 
tithings, as to -be put to. a bare adven- 
ure ? Shall we play for Salvation, as 
tftwere by fillipping Crofs or Pile ? im- 
icidy ſaying within our ſelves, If we 
live 141] the morrow, we will repent and be 
Miloved ; but if we die before Night, we 


DS 


will dic in or Sins, and . be damn'd for 


0 VIE 
| Shall we- reaſon within our ſe:ves, 
Fthat though we know our own Death, 
TImay be as ſudden as other Mens, yer 
q we will put it to the venture, and make 
L Jno doubt but to fare, as well. as hither- 
X to we have done 2 What is-this, but to 
) [dally with the Day-of Judgment, or to 
Tihewray our diſ-belief, that there is any 

Jhch thing ? its true, we may live un- 
-Jtil the morrow, and ſo on the morrow 
we may repent. 

| VIE 

But what 1s this to the purpoſe, that 

Jtis gertain enongh we may,whillt it isas 
| doubt- 
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repenting-ſeriouſly - at. preſent, rather 


doubtful, whether, we Jhall?. is it not. 
200d 'to make: ſure of Happineſs, by 


, 


than let-ir lye doubttul, by not repen-J- 


ting until anon 2 Methinks we ſhould 


eaſily be perſwaded: to eſpoule that] 


Courts, 'which:we are: throughly: con- 
vinc'd does: tend the:moſt to 'our ad-' 
vantage: ./ fs ol 
* IX. 120 

When the rich Worldling in the Pa 
rable, Luke 12. 22. was ipeaking Plz 


centia. to his Soul, 'Seul-take thine eaſe] 


alledging no other. Rea{on, than-his ha- 
ving much Goods for many years , nothing 
1s fitter to be obſferv'd, than our Saws 
our's words upon that occaſion, Stwlte, 
rbou,Foel,” this Night ſhall thy Soul be ve 


| —_ that RY FFT 4 a a 


uired of thee ; then whoſe ſhall thoſe things 
l, whica” thou 'baſt - ae ? 


However the Men .of this World 
have quite another meaſure of Wit, and 
do.elteem itthe greateſtprudence totake 
their Pleaſure whilſt they are Young, 
- re{erving the work of Mortification for 
times of Sickneſs, and old Age, when 
*rwill be eaſie to. leave their Pleaſures, 


—— 


becauſe their Pleaſures will leave them:{ 
yet in the Judgment of: {56d 'the- w_ | 
IS the 
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the-Weord and Wiſdom of the Father, "Tis 


the: part of a Block-head, and a Fool, 
to make Account of more years, than 


he is ſfure-of days or hours. 


XI. 


He is a Sot, as welLas a Sinner, who 


does adjourn arid ſhift off the Amend- 


ment of his Life, perhaps 'rill twent 


' or thirty, or forty years after his Death. 


'Tis true indeed, that Hezekiah, whilſt 
he was ye in -the Confines and Skirts 
of Death, had a Leaſe of Life granted 


. no lefs than fiftren years. long ; but he 


deferr'd not his Repentance onEday the 
longer, 2 Kings 20. 6. 
| p © | Be 
And ſhall we adventure to. live - an 
hour in.an impenitent Eſtate, who have 


. Hor a Leaſe of Life promiſed, no not 1o 


much as an hour ? ſhall.we dare enter 
into our Beds, and fleep ſecurely any 
one Night, not thinking how we may 
awake, whether in Heaven or in Hell ? 
we know 'tis timely Repentance, which 
muſt ſecure us of 'the one, and ris final 
impenitence whxch gives us aſſurance 
of the other. ' 
XIIT. 


+. What the Apoſtle of the Gentiles hath 
 faid of wrath, may be-as uſctully ſp6- 


- ken 


Epheſ. 4. 6. Let nor the Sun g0 down upon 
;t. * Let us not live in any Sin until the 
»un is gone down, becauſe we are far 


from being ſure we ſhall live till Sun- 


riſing. | 
XIV. 


_ How- many Pxofeſſors- go to ſleepy . 


(when the Sun is gone down, and the 
Curtains of. the Night are drawn about 


them,) in a State of Drunkenneſs or Adul-. 
Fe in a State of Awvarice or Malice, in |} 
a Sta 


te of Sacriledge ' or Rebellion, in. a 
State of eceifuineſ and Hypocriſie, with- 
out the Conſideration, how | ſhort 
a time they have to-live, and how very 
much ſhorter Tg oy imagine ? 


Yet unleſs they believe «the y can 
Dream dewoutly, and truly repent when 


they are ſleeping,they cannot but know 


they are damn'd for ever, if the Day of the 


Kerd ſhall come upon them as a Thief m the | 


Night, and catch them napping in their 
impieties, 1 Theſ.5. 2.4. 2 Pet. 3. 19% 
X / 


Cenſider this all ye that forget God, leſt ' 
be pluck you away, and there be none to _ 
delrver you, Plal. 5o. 22. Confider it all 
yg that forget your ſelves, . that wages 1 
WW. 
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ken of every other provoking Sin, . 
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how few your days are, and,how full of 
Miſery. Conſider -your*. Bodies from 
whence they- came ; and conſider your 
Souls, whither they are going: Confi- 
des yourLite 1s in your Breath,and your 
Breath is in your Noſtrils ; and that in 
the management of a moment,(for the 
| better, or for the worſe)'there:depend- ' 

eth either a joyful, or a ſad Eternity.” 

IL XVII 

If our time indeed were certain as 
| well as ſhort (or rather if we were cer- _ . 
- tain, how- ſhort it is,), there might be 
ſome Colour, or Pretence, for the put- 
ting off 'of dur Reformation. But fince 
we know not. at what hour our Loyd will 
| come, Matth. 24. 42, 43, 44: this ſhould 
mightily engage us, | to: be!bourly tand- 
Þ ing upon our watch, Hab.2T. _ | 
| "XVHUL. | 
Next let us conſider, that if our 
- | days, which are few, are as full of trou- 
' | ble; it ſhould ferve to make us lefs fond 
| of Living, and. lefs - devoted to, Self- 
preſervation, and lefs afraid of the Crofs 
| of Chriſt, when our Faith ſhall be cal- 
"| kd to the ſevereſt Tryals. 
ry XRLX. 
| O Death, (faith the Son of Sirach, 
4 Ecclel. 41. 2.) —_— is thy Sentence to 
+ op - the. 


p- - 
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the Needy, and to him that is vexed with 
oll things. "The troubles incident to 
Life, have made the birrey in Soul to long 


for Death, and to 72joyce exceedingly hen 
they have found the Grave, Job 3.»20, | 


21, 22. 

If the Empreſs ' Barbara had . bee 
Orthodox, in believing Mens Souls to | 
be juſt as mortal as their Bodies, Death 
| at leaſt would be capable of this Ap- 
plauſe and Commendation, that it puts 
2a Condluſion to-all oyr Troubles. 

XXT. - IND + 

If we did not'fear him," ho can caſt 
both Body and Soul into Hell, Matth. 10. Þ 
27, 28. We ſhould not need to fear 
them, Yhocan deffroy the Body only ; be- 
cauſe there"is no Inquiſition in the Grave, 
_Ecclel. 41. 4. There the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling : Ant there the weary are at reſt. 
There the Priſoners lIye down with Kings 
and Councellors of the Earth. The Servant 
there is free from his Maſter. There is ſleep | 
and ſtill filence, nor can they hear the voice 
of the .Oppreſſour, Job 3. 14,17, 18, 19. 


The | 


- - 


a Preparation for Death. '1 3 9 
@&. The Prayer. 


| Lord God of my Salvation, thou 
|  haſtdelivered me from the Cap- 
tivity and Bondage of Sin and Miſery, 
fillmy, Heart with holy Sorrow and 
| omppition whenever I creſpa6 a» 
| gainſt theezand teach meloto deny my 
| felf,” to mortifiemy Aﬀedtions, to cru- 
4 cifie my Luſts and all the Temptations 
4 of the Fleſh, that I going on my way 
|} Mourning . and Weeping ,: deipitin 
the Pleaſures of this Life, may (when 
: | thy great Harveſt ſhall come, and:thy 
4 Reapers the Angels ſhall ſeparate: the 
-'| Wheat from the Tares) come before - 
thee with Joy, and eſcape everlaſting 
 Burnings, throngh:the Mercies of Je- 
| Jus Chriſt. Amen. £ 


* 
——_—__cc 


—_ 


Meditation KXXI. 


wa WF _»2» «ww - 


The Sick Man's laſt Will and Teſtament. 
Dri Name of the Father, Son and 


Holy Ghoſt, I a poor Sinner, of 
{ound and perte&t PE ; being w_ 
ws 2 : ly 


*l 


-- 
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ly read in the LeQhre of Man's Mor- 


tality , how all Fe -is Graſs, and the 
Beauty thereof as the Flower of the Field ; 


which this day flouriſheth, to morrow 


withereth : and that it is every Chri- 
frian's Duty to Prepare himſelf before 
_ Death come,leſt it-find him unprovided 
at ſuch time as it ſhall approach. 

WF e97 OM 1E 


Moved" I ſay, wich theſe Conſidera-; 
tions, I have here made this my laſt I 


Will and Teſtament as followeth. Firſt, 
bequeath my+Soul into the hands of my 
gracious Redeemer, by whoſe moſt pre- 
cious 'Blood I was Ranſomed : and 

:whole Merits and Mercies'I hope to 


| -be Glorihed. 
I1 


And'forafinuch'as there was no ſafe-' 


ty out of the Ark ; nor no Salvation 
now without - the pale of the Church, 
figured by the Ark : and that the Tares 
'from the Wheat muſt be ſevered: And 
the Sheep and the Goats muſt notinto 
one Fold be gathered, | 
- 'Here in the Preſence of God, and 
-his Holy Angels ; for the diſcharge of 
my own Conſcience, and the Satis- 
Faction of others, who,perchance, have 
| I 


_ Li. —_— =o — 
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in their Opinions been divided, doubt- 
ing much De I in Points of: Religion - 
ſtood affected ; do I make a. free and 
publick Confeflion of my Faith; 'Be- 
| ing that Cement by which we are knit 
4 unto her, and _ Members of her. 

I behieve the Holy Catholick Church, 
to be the Communion of- the Faithful, 
whereof I deſire to live and die a/Mem- 
ber : to ſtiffer for which I ſhould ac- 
count it an Honour : holding this eyer 
for a Principle ; that, none can have 

* God for his Father, thatwill-riottdke 

this Holy Spouſe, the Church, tor: his 
Mother: | ROT 
VL 


There is no Article in the Apoflles 
Creed, which I do not belive for Ca- 
tholick and Orthodoxal, 'with the Ex- 

' poſttion thereof, and every Clauſe or 
Particle thereof in ſuch manner, as it 
hath been univerſally received-by the 
Holy Catholick Church; and holds in 
Conſent or Harmony with the Holy 
Seripture, the Chriſtians Armour ; by 
which, and the conſtant Practice. of: .. 
Piety, every faithful Soldier of Chriſt - 
may be enabled to pb down - thoſe. * 
ſtrong Holds of his ſpiritual Enemy::' 27 

Sy -.. aa 


a $f. If ary 6 
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and by Poſſefling his Soul in Patience, 
obtain a glorious: Victory. 
. VIE 

With all due Reverence I eſteem of 
thoſe two Sacraments ; Baptiſm, and the 
Lord's Supper,the one to cleanſe and pu- 
rifie us at our entring : the other to 
ftrengthen and ſandifie us Living : and 
to glorifie our Souls at their departing, 
As with my Heart, I believe unto Righ- 
-eeonſneſs, ſo with my Mouth, do I 
confels unto Salvation. | 


VIE | 
Neither do I profeſs my ſelf ſuch a 

Solifidian, -as to hold Faith fufficient to 

Salvation without Works : Neither ſuch 

a Champian for good Works, as to 

hold Works effe&ual withiout Faith. 

* As Faith is the Root, ſo are Works 

the Fruit. Theſe are ever to go 
hand in hand together : otherwiſe that 
fearful Curſe which our blefſed Saviour 
fometimes pronounced upon the barre 

Fig-tree, muſt be _ Cenfure. 

* - And now in this day of my Change, 
as in this Confidence I have ever liv'd ; 
fo my Truſt is that in the ſame I ſhall 

| dye: that in the ReſurreQion of my 

- *Saviour Chriſt Jeſus is my Hope : And 


« ” 
= _ 2 
.*”, bs + 
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in his Acenſion. is. my Glory. For, I. 
believe that my Redeemer lrveth, and that 
with theſe Eyes I ſhall [ee him. 

X. 


And having thus returned a due Ac- 
count of my belief ; my next wa is, 
to remember that Meſlage returned by 
| Jaiah the Son of Ames to Hexzehkiab : 


ſet thine Houſe in Order, for thou ſhalt die, _ © 


AG 20.1. for its rigs wr) 
the- outward part 1s order 
the inward -X. cum chuſe $4 ay pvc 
prepared. 

'Fo remove then-from me, the Cares 
_ of this preſent Life, that I may takea 
more willing adieu of the World before 
L leave it, weaning. my deſires from it, 
by addrefling my 1elf to a better : for 
live. he cannot in the Land of the liy- 
ing, who prepares. not+ himſelf for it 
betore his arriving: 

XII. | 

And now ' my: Worldly Cares are 
drawn near unto their Period. Seeing 
then 1 am failing towards my Harbour ' 
let me ſtrike Anchor : that taking the 
Wings of the' Morning,, I may fly to 
the Boſome of: my dear. Redeemer : 
go forth then = Soul, what--feareſt | 

4 . 


thou? { 


144 A Funeral Gift: Or, 
thou? Go forth, why trembleft thou? 


thou haſt had enough of theſe Worldly 
Pleaſures ; for what foundſt thon there 


but Anguiſh ? turn. then my Face \ 


to the Wall, and think of the I and of 
Promile. | 

XIII. 
:- Thou haſt now but a little time left 
 thee:: the remainder whereof. is juſtly 
exacted/by himthat made thee. Sighs, 
Sobs, Prayers and Tears, are all- the 


Treaſures that are left thee : and pre- 


cious Treaſures ſhall theſe be to thee, - 


if preſented by Faith to the Throne of 
mercy'; for the Enemy can never pre- 


; ' vail, where Chriſtian Fear, and con- 


ſtant hope PUR the Soul. 
XIV. 

. Let thy deſire then be planted, where 
thy Treaſure is placed ; and as one 'ra- 
viſhed with a ſpiritual Fervour, cry out 
"and. ſparenot, with that devour Father 
St. Hhierom, Saying, Should : my Mother 
* Fear her Hair, rent her Cloaths, lay forth 
thoſe Breaſts which nurſed me, and hang 
” ebout me ; ſhould my. Father -lye in the way 
| . fo ffop megny Wife and Children weep about 
Mme ; 1 would throw off my Mother, negle&# 
my Father, contemn the Lamentation of my 
Wife and Children, to meet my I 


. ny 


_— 
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WES. "IV 

Andlefs than this, O my Soul, thou 
canſt not dozif thou calleſt to mind what. 
thou leaveſt 5 to whom thou goeſt ; and 
what. thou haſt' in Exchange tor that 
thou loſeft. For what doſt thou leave 
here, but a World of Miſery? to whom 
goeſt thou,but to a God of Mercy ? and 
what haft thou in Exchange, for a vile; 
frail and corruptible Body, but immortal 
_ Glory 2 Whatloever thou hadft here, 
was got with Pain, keptwith Fear, and 
loſt with Grief': whereas now . thou 
art to poſſeis eternal Riches without 
Labouring ; and to enjoy them: with; 
out fear of loſing. 6 


The Prayer. 


O God, my Heart then is ready, my 
Heart is ready ; too long have I 
ſozourned here, and made my ſelf a 
Stranger to my- Heavenly: Countrey: 
It.is high tame for me then to diſcamps 
and to lkeave-theſe Tentsof Kedar: that I 
may; reſt without Labouring.; rejoyce. 
without ſorrowing 7. and: live without 
dying. in 'the. Celeſtial Tabor 3 faying 
with that Veſſel of Ele@ion; I deſire to be 
bolordgndro be nth Ghrifgven fLogd, 


Jelus,come quickly. G-5 
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A Prayer, when we hear a Bell ring for 
a Perſon at the Point of Death. 


Eternal God, I humbly thank 

thee, for. ſpeaking in this voice . 
to my Soul, and I humbly beſeech thee 
alſo, to accept my Prayers in his be- - 
half, by whoſe occaſion this voice, this 
| ound is come to me. For though he, 
and'' all of us, have highly o Ended 
thee, yet do thou in MErCy receive us, 
and grant, that now his Soul being rea- 
dy to depart from hence, to thy King- 
dom, it may quickly return to a joyful 
re-union to that Body which #_ hath 
Kft; and that we with it, may ſooren- | 
joy the full Conſummation of all, in 


Body and Soul. 
IT. 


[{ burbly beg at thy hand, O mer- 
ciful God, for thy Son Chrift Jeſus fake, 
That thy Blefled Son may have che 
Confrmmation of his Digni gniry, by En- 
tring into his laſt Office, the e of 


2 Judge, and may have Society of hu- 
mane Bodies in gave , as well, as he 


hath hadever of Souls ; . and that as thou 
Hateſt Sin it ſelf, thy Bate'to ſin _— | 
expreſt i in the 2bokſking of all In 


-ments _ 
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ments of Sin, the Allurements of this 
World, and the World it felf;. and all 
the temporary Revenges of Sin, the 
Stings of. Sickneſs and of Death ; and 
all-the Caftles and Priſons, and. Monu- -.- 
ments of Sin in the Grave. | 
| HE 

- Let time be ſwallowed up in Eterni-.- 
ty, and hope ſwallowed in Poſſeflion, . 
and ends fwallowed in infinitenefs, and * 
all Men ordained to.Salvation,:in Body - 7 
and Soul, be one intire and everlaſting 
Sacrifice to:thee,. where ——_—_ Te. - 
ceive Delight from them.,- and. they 
Glory from thee, for. evermore. . Amen. 


—_—C_———__@_S_. "I 
—_— . _ a 
oy _ —— V_—IEY 
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Of this Life compared-with Eternity. - 


T7 Oralmuch,): as Han who” is born of 6 

KL _ Woman, hath 'but-. a ſhort, time to 
live, and. js full of - Trouble: fo Man, as. 
regenerate and born of God, hath a 

time to live, and 18 fall of Bliſs. A Lite --- ; 
{olong that it runs. parallel with Eternity; © | 
and t aoioes (Rn, "cops we -. 
Cannot an Expreflion as lenge = 
of cime. | 
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It is not a Jong, but an endleſs Lite ; 
- * It is not Time, but Eternity, which now 
E ſpeak of, Nor is it a wretched Eter- 
. nity,of which aMan may have the Pri- 
viledge, as he is born of a Woman ; but 
an Eternity of Bliſs, which is compe- 
.tent to him _ born of God. © 
And of this Bliſs, there is ſuch a ful- 
+ -nefs, that our Heads are. too thick to 
 -underſtand'it, . Or if w& were able to 
.underitand-it,. yet our Hearts are too 
narrow: to.give it Entrance. Or if our 
Hearts could hold-it, yet our Tongues - 
are too ſtammering to expreſs and utter 
tt. Or 4f- we were able to do that, yet 
our Lives are too ſhort to Communi- 
cate and reveal it $0:.other Creatures. 
In a word, it is ſuch, as not only Eye 
hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, butit never 
hath entred into the Heart of , Man to. con- 
ee/ve.”; Incomprehenfible:. as: it; 4s, "th 
lach-as God harb:prejiaved for 'nhem rhjs 
love ban,ct Cormargys Tt ow 7 
; It_we compare. this Life, with that 
 -of..Fob's which. is. full of Trouble, it 
-, will ſeveral ways be-uſeful to us.;. for it 
} Will: moderate our Joys; whilſt we pe 
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* ſe our dear Friends ; and-it -will mi- 
tigate our Sorrows, when we have loſt 
" them; for it will mind us) that they 
are freed from a Lite of Miſery,and that 
they are: happily tranflated to ' one of 
Blif..' Nayat. we are: true Lovers in- 
deed,and look not only at.our own:In- 
texeſt, but:at:the Intereſt of the parties 
whom we: vow affection, we even 
loſe them to our advantage, becaule ta 
theirs. , jþ | 


Faſtly, itiſreetens the ſolemn Fare- 
wel, which -our immortal Souls muſt 
take of our mortal. Bodies; we ſhalt 


defrre to be diſſolved, when. we.-can ground-. © | 


edly hope we. ſhall. be with Chriſt 5.we. 


| fhall groan, .andiproarearmeſtly'roibeun- 


cleathed of our Bodies, with whith we 
are burden'd ; it e live by this Faith, that 
' we ſhall-ſhortly be cloath'd upon with bur 
Houſe from Heaven, 2 Cor. 5. 7, 27, 24. 
We ſhall cheertully-lay :down'- our Bo- 
dies: in (the; Duſt,- when.ris/ to:reft in 


| Peace: - who- will certainly:raiſe' os-by? 


his Pdwer, that we may reit and-Reign/ 
with himiin Glory. Amen. © 


* « 4we<- 
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The Praper. - 


T Ow hardly can we be perſwaded, 
O Lord, to forlakeithe vaniſhing 
Pleaſures of this Life, for7thy Glory 
and:'our own Happineſs ? How un- 
willingly ſhould we lay down our Lives 
for thy ſake or the Goſpels; that can - 
ſo hardly part with one Sin in obedi- 
ence to thy Law ? - 
I. 

.- Thy Yoke; is cafie, and thy $Seryice 
a pertet Freedom-3 and yet. we- count 
thy Sanctuary a Priſon, thy Law a 
trouble ,, and can ſcarce - Sacrifice 1ſo 
_ much time to-our Devotions, as to-pay 

unto thee. the Honour.due unto thy 

Pardon and Pity this Corruption of 
our Frames ; and teach us whether we 
ve or die,” to: delight in © that for 
which thou madeſt us 3 evento gloritic 
thee: That ſo-whenſoever, this : earth- 
ly-:Fabernacle . ſhall be: diffolved, we 
may receive our Change-with Joy, and 
be' carried by Angels to an everlaſting 
Inheritance, there to remain to all E- 
ternity. Amen. 


Comforts againſt Death, &c. ; 51 


Meditation XXXIIL 


' COMFORTS againſt the Fears of | 

DEATH,and Conſolations againſt 
immoderate Grief for the loſs of © 
Friends. 


F it be a Blefling of the vertwous to- 
Mourn, the reward which atrends 
= it, is to be Comforted; and he 
that pronounc'd the one, promis'd the 
other. I doubt not, btit that Spirit; 
whoſe Nature is Love, and w 
Name Comforter, as he knows the oc- 
. cafion of our Grief, ſo hath he falved 
and fealon'd it, with ſupplies of Grace, 
pouring-ints our Wounds no lefs Oyl 
of mercy than wine of Juſtice. 
- oi . 
Yet ſince affection oweth Com- 
gr as a Duty to the afflicted, -and 
ature hath ingrafted -a deſire to find 
it ; that which dieth to our” Love; is 
j always alive to our Sorrow, atid we 
.mighe have been kind to alels loving 
riend ; but finding in him, ſo many 
hs to be loved, our Love'wrought 
more earneſtly upon ſo: ſweet a _ ; 
ject, * 


152 Comforts againſt Death, 
je, -which now being - deprived of, 
" our Grief. to our Love 1s not inferiour, 
the one being ever - the Balance of the 
other. | 

IH. 


The Scripture -moveth us to ſhed 
Tears for the dead, a thing not offend- 
ing Grace, and a right to reaſon. For 
to be without remorſe, at the Death of 
Friends, is neither incident nor con- 
venient to the Nature of Man; having 
to0:much Affinity to a ſavage Temper, 
and  overthrowing the ground of all 
Piety , which-is mutual '*Sympathy in 
each others Miſeries. But as not to feel 
Sorrow in. ſforrowtul Chances, is to 
want Senſe; ſo not to_bearit: with Mo- 
deration,is to want underſtanding : The 
- one bratith;, the other effeminare : and 

' he hath caſt his Account 'beſt,that hath 
brought his Sum to a proper Medium. 

| IV. | 
{,::It is no leſs, Criminal to exceed in 
Sorrow, than: to paſs the limits of Com- 
peteno. Mirth : for 'excefs.in either, i a 
_difokder in Paflion, though that ſorrow 
of. Friendſhip. be leſs blamed: of Men, 
becauſe if it be a Crime, it is'alſo a Pu- 
niſhment, .at once cauſing and creating 
Forments. - It is;no: good Sign in the 


Sick 


| 


x and Loſs of Friends. 153 
Sick to be Senſeleſs in his Pains ; and as 
bad it is to be unuſually ſenſitive, be- 


' ing both either Harbingers, or Atten- 
| dants of Death, 
«\ V 


Let our condoling, ſince 1t 15 due to* 
the Dead, teſtifie a teeling of Piry, not 
any. pang of Paſſion, and bewray ra- 
ther a tender than a dejeted mind ; 
Mourn,- ſo as your Friends may. find 
you aliving Example, all Men, a dit- 
creet Mourner, making Sorrow a Sig- 
..nal, not a Superior to Reaſon. 

VL | | 

Some. are ſo obſtinate in their own 
Will ; that even time,. the natural Re- * 
medy - of the moſt violent . Agonies, 
cannot. by; any delays afſwage their 
Grief: ivy Jagns their Sorrow with 


ſolitary. Muſes, and feed-their Sighs and 
Tears with doleful Accents: they-Pine 
their Bodies, and draw all penfive Con- 
ſideration to their minds, nurſing their 
Heavineſs with a Melancholy humour, 
as though -they had dedicated them- 
ſelves to, fadneſs, unwilling 'it ſhould 
end, till. it had ended them :* wherein 
their Folly ſometimes findeth a ready 
effe& ; that being true, which: Solomon 
obſerved, that 'as .s Meth the Gran 

and. 
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and a Worm the Wood, ſo doth ſadneſs 
perſwade the Heart. 


VIE 


to ſuch Labyrinths, that neither Wit 
knoweth, nor Will careth how long, 
or how far they wander .in them, it 


diſcovereth their weaknefs, but deſerv- 
eth our Meditation. 


VII 


The Scripture warneth us, not to. 
give our Hearts up to heavinefs, yea'ra-. | 


Pr 


ther to reje& it as a thing Hot eneft-- 


cial to the Dead, but prem to our 
ſelves : Eccleſc 38. alloweth- but feven 
days of Mourning, judging Modera- 
tion in Grief, to be a ſufficient Teſti- 


mony in Good-will, and a neceſſary |. 


Tule of Wiſdom. 
IX. 


Much lamenting for the Dead, is ei- 


ther the Child of Self-love, or of raſh 


Judgment, if we ſhould ſhed our Tears 
for the Death of others, as a Medio- 


crity-to or Contentment ; we expoſe 


= 


but 


| 


But this impotent ſoftneſs fitteth-not |: 
ſober minds, we muſt not make a Lives 
profefiion of a ſeven Nights Duty ; nor 
under Colour of kindneſs to others, be 
unnatural to- our ſelves: if ſome in 
* "their Paſſions drive their Thoughts in- 


| 
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but our own Wound, even-'perfe& 
Lovers of our ſelves. If we Cie 
their deceaſe, as their hard Determi- 
nation, we Tax them of ill deſerving, - 
with too peremptory a Cenfure, as 
though their Life had been an ariſe, and 
their Death a leap into final Perdition ; 
for' otherwiſe a good departure craveth 
{mall condoling, being but a Harbour 
from Storms, an entrance unto Felicity. 


Our Life is a due Debt to a more cer- 
tain Owner than our ſelves, and there- 
fore 1o long as we have it, we receive a 
benefit ; >= Son we are deprived of it,we 
have no wrong:We are Tenants at Will, 


"of this - Clay-farm, not for term of 


years ; when we are warned out, we 
muſt be ready to, remove, having no 
other Title bat the owners Pleaſure : it 
is but an Inn, not an Home : we came 
to bait, not to dwell, and the Condi- 


| tion of our entrance was, in ſhort, to 


depart. If this Departure be grievous, 
it 15 alſo common, this to day to me, 
to morrow to thee; and the Caſe e- 
qually afflicting all, leaves none any 
cauſe to complain of injurious uſage. 


Natures Debt is ſooner exacted of 
ſome 


a ; RN B , | 
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ſome than of others ; yet there is no 


fault in the Creditor, who exacteth but. 
his own, but in the Greedineſs of our 


eager hopes, either repining - that . 


-their Wiſhes fail, 'or willingly for- 
getting their Mortality, whom they 
are unwilling. by experience to ſec 
Mortal : yet the general Tide waſteth 
all Paſſengers to the ſame Shore, ſome 
ſooner, ſome Jlater, but all at the laſt :; 
and we muſt fix our minds upon -our 
time when 1t 1s come,” never fearing a 
thing ſo neceſſary, yet -ever expecting 
a thing ſo uncertain. 


God hath conceal'd from us, the 


time of our Death, leaving us reſolv'd. 


between fear and hope of longer con- 
tinuance. -He cuts off- unripe Cares, 


teſt with che notice and Penfivenefs of | 


our Divorce. from the World, we 
ſhould; loſe the Comforts of- neceſſary 


Contentments, and before our dying. 


day, languiſh away. with expectation of 


Death. - | 
- | XII. 
Some are taken in their firſt ſtep in- 


to this. Life, receiving at once, their | 


- Welcome and Farewel, as though they 
had been born, only to be buried; and 


to . 
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to take their Paſport, in this hourly _ 
middle of 'their Courſe ; the good to 
prevent Change ; the bad to ſhorten 


their impiety. 
XIV. 


Who is there that hath any Vertue 
eternized,or deſerts commended to Po- 
- ſterity, that hath not mourned.in Life, 
and been bewailed after Death, no 
aflurance of joy being ſealed without 
ſome Tears? Even the Bleffed Virgin the 
Mother of God, was thrown down as 
deep in temporal Miſeries, 'as | ſhe was 
advanc'd high in ſpiritual Honours;none 
amongſt all mortal Creatures, finding 
in Life more Proof than ſhe of her 
Mortality. 

XV. , 


For having the nobleſt Son, that e- 
ver Woman was Mother of, not onl 
above the Condition of Men, but above 
the Glory of Angels, being her Son 
only without temporal Father , and 
thereby the Love ot. both Parents dou- 
bled in her Breaſt, being her only Son 
without other iſſue, ani her Love of 
_ all Children expired in. him : as he was 
God, and ſhe the neareſt Creature to 
God's. pertetions, yet no Prerogative 
exempted her from Mourning, or guy 

| m 
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from dying : and th they ſurmoun* 
ted the bi ohef A ener Pre- 
heminences ; yet were they equal with 
- the meaneſt Men in the Sentence of 
Death. | 

XVI 


. And however the Bleſſed Virgin, be- 
ing the Pattern of Chriſtian Mourners, 
ſo tempered her anguiſh, that there was 
neither any ms. mga that might be 
exacted of a Mother,nor any thing done 
that might be mi{-liked in ſo perfect a 
RT this we may gueſs with 
what kindneſſes Death is like to be- 
friend us, that durſt cauſe ſo Bloody 
Funerals in ſo. Heavenly a Progeny, - 
not exempting him from the Laws of - 
dying; that was the Author” of Life, 
and ſoon after to honour his - Tri- 
umphs, with a glorious ReſurreQtion. 
XVIL 
Seeing therefore, that Death ſpareth | 
none, let us ſpare our Tears for better 
uſes, being bur an Idol-Sacrifice to this 
deafand implacable Executioner. And 
for this, not long to be continued, 
where they can never profit, Nature 
did promiſe us a weeping Life, exact- 
ing Tears for Cuftom, at our firſt en-. 
trance, and to furniſh our whole Cougſe 
in 
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in this doleful beginningztherefore they - 
muſt be uſed with 'Dileretion, that 
muſt be uſed ſooften ; and where fo 
many Debts lie yet unpaid, which muſt 
j be ſatisfied by Tears of Repentance. 

| _ XVIIE - 

- Since we cannot put a Period to our 
Tears, let us at leaft reſerve them: If 
Sorrow cannot be-ſhun'd; let it be ta- 
ken in time of need, fince otherwiſe 
being both troubleſome and fruitleſs, it 
15 a double Miſery, or-an open Folly. 

' We moiſten not the ground with prect- 
os Waters, they were diftilld to no- 
bler ends,either by their Vertues to de- 

1 light our Senſes, or. by their Operati- 

'$ ons to preſerve our Healths. 

XIX. 

Our Tears are water of too high 'a 
Price , to be. prodigally poured in 
the Duſt of any Graves. they be 
Tears of Love-, they perfume 'our 
Prayers, making them Odour of ſweet- 

neſs, fit to be offered 'on the Altar 'of 
the Throne of God : if Tearsof Con- 

_ trition, they are water of Life to the 
dying Souls, a may purchaſe Fa- 
your, and repeal the Sentence, till it 

| be executed, as the Example of Eze- 

thias doth teſtific : but when the Pu- 
nihment 
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in effec, their pleading is in” vain, as 
David taught -us when' his Child was 
dead, 2 Kings 11. ſaying that he was 


likelier to go to. it, 'than it, by his {| 


weeping, to return to him. 
j XX. EEE SY 
Learn therefore to give Sorrow no 
long. Dominion over you, wherefore 
the Wile ſhould rather mark than ex- 
pect an end 5; meet it not her k 
cometh, do-not invite it when tis :ab- 
fent : When you feel it, do not force 
it, . for the brute Creatures have but'a 
ſhort, though vehement Senſe of their 
Loſſes. You ſhould bury the ſha ich 
of your Grief. in the Grave, an 


paſſion, neither leſs decent for you, nor 

more than agreeable to your Nature 

and Judgment. 
XXI. 


Your much Heavineſs would renew 
a'multitude of Griefs, and your Eyes 
would be Springs ano Streams, add- 
ing to the Memory of the dead, a hew 
occaſion of Complaint to your own 
diſcomfort ; the Motion of your Heart 


meaſureth the beating of many Pulſes, *| 


whigh in any Diſtemper of your quiet 
Ii; | with 


niſhment is paſt, and Verdict perfornrd 


elt -. 
contented, with a kind, yet mild Cotn- - 
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with the like ſtroke will ſoon bewray 

themſelves ſick of your Diſeaſe. | 
XXII. * 

The terms of our Life, - are like the 
| Seaſons of the year; ſome for Sowing, 
ſome ſor Growing, ſome for Reaping z 
in this only different; that as the Hea- 
vens keep their prefcribed Periods, fo 
the Succeſſion of time have their ap- 
pointed Changes. But in the Seaſons 
of our Life, which are not the Law of 
\ neceſſary Cauſes, ſome are reaped in 
the Seed, fome in the Blade, ſome in 
the unripe Ears, all in the end ; this 
| Harveſt depending upon the Reapers 


- Will. 
| XXIIL 

4 Deathis too ordinary a thing to ſem 
any Novelty, being a familiar Gueſt 
in eFery Houſe ;' and ſince his coming 
is expected, and his Errand known, 
|: neither his Preſence ſhould be feared, 
nor his Effects lamented ; what won- 
der is it to ſee fuel burned, Spice brui- 
' ſed, or Snow melted ? and as little fear- 
ful it is to ſee thoſe | dead, that -were 
| horn upon Condition once to die. © 
Night and S! gg rpetual Mir- 
| . HICEP, Are PE F 
 rours, figuring in their darkneſs; filence, 
H ſhutting 
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ſhutting up of Senſes, the final end of 
our mortal Bodies : and for this ſome 
have entitled Sleep the eldeſt Brother 


of Death; but with no leſs Convenience 
it might be called one of Death's 'Te- 


nants,near unto him in Affinity of Con- | 


dition ; yet far inferiour in right, being 
but Tenant for a time, of that Death, 
which is the Inheritance : for by Ver- 
tue of the Conveyance made to him in 


Paradiſe , that Duſt we were, and to : 


Duſt we muſt return ; he hath hitherto 
ſhewed his Seigniority over all, exact- 
ing of us not only the yearly, but 
_ hourly Revenue of time, which ever 

by minutes we defray unto him. 
XXV..- 


So that our very Life, is not only 


a Memory, but-a part of our Death, 
the loriger we have lived, the leſs 
time we haye to; come, what is the 


daily leflening of our: Lite, but a con- 
8g. 


timial dyin 


*' and therefore none. is 
ved with the running out' of 


the aſt Sand in; an Hour-Glab,” than * 
. with-all the ' reft ; - ſo 'ſhould not: the . 


end of the laſt hour' trouble us any 
ore, than of ſo, many that went be- 
fore, ſince that did but Fraſkthe Courſe, 
that all the reſt were ftill ending :. not 
| f | TRENT «1 - 
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the "quantity, but the quality com- 


0p aa, 78 Lite; the ordinary Gain 
of long-Livers, being only a great bur- 


then of Sin. 
XXVI. 
Let your mind therefore Conſent to 
that which your Tongue daily craveth, 
that God's will may be done, as well 


here upon. Earth, as it is done in Hea- - 


ver, ſince his Will, is the beſt meaſtire 
of all Events; there is in this World 
continual enterchange of pleaſing and 
yoo! Accidents, ſtill keeping theiw 
mr Mon of times,and overtaking eah 
other in their ſeveral Conrſes, - * + 
| - XXVLI.: TED 
NoPicture can be all drawn of the 
brighteſt Colonrs, nor an Harmony 
a: ual in expreding. of: Proper 
are; ' in exprefiing of Proportr 
ons, and;.the bale is aprinci 7 pare 


4 in perfe& Muſick : the Condition 'of 


. our Exile here alloweth no unmingled 
Foy, our whole Lite is temperate be- 
tween ſweet and fowre,' and 'we mutt 
all look for a mixture-of both. 

XXVUIL Es 
The Wile ſo wiſh : Better, that they 
ſtiltthink- of worſe, accepting :the'one; 
if it come —_ and bearing the 
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other without -impatience , being fo 
much Maſters of each others Fortupes, 
that neither ſhall. work them to' ex- 
ceſs; the Dwarf groweth not up to - 
the higheſt Hill, nor the Talleſt loſeth 
not his height in the loweſt Valley 
and as a baſe ſordid mind, though moſt 
at eaſe, will be dejected : ſo a reſolute 
Vertue in the deepeſt diſtreſs is moſt 


impregnable, 
XXIX. 


. _ They evermore moſt perfealy enjoy 

their Comforts, that leaft fear their 
 afflictions ; for .a defire to enjoy carri- 
eth with it afear"to loſe : and both 
Deſire and Fear are Enemies to quiet 
Poſſeflion, making Men rather Owners 
of God's Benefits, than Tenants at” his 
Will. . The cauſe of our Troubles are , 
that.our misfortunes happen either to 


unwitting or unwilling minds; foreſight .| 


preventeth the one, neceflity the other : 
and he taketh away the ſmart of pre- 
ſent Evils that attendeth their coming, 
.and is not frighted at any'Crofs, but 
is armed againſt all. -- 
RXY. 

Where neceſlity worketh without 
our -Conſent, the Effects ſhould never 
greatly*afflit ns, Grief being inſigni- 


ficant . 


 #ndrLoſs: of: Friends, th 
cant. where it cannot; help,-:n 
where thete was np ' fault commined' - 

. If, Men ſhould lay all their Evils togs-: 
ther, to be afterwards by equal Porti- 
ons. divided among them, moſt;-Men 
would rather take that they broughez/* * 
than ſtand to the Diviſion. © _—_—CE 
XXX. «45 

Yet ſuch is the partial Judgment of , 
Sel-love, that every Man judgeth his 
own Miſery too great, fearing it he can 
find ſome Circumſtances to increaſe it, 
and making 1t tolerable, - by thought #9 
induce'it ; when, Moſes threw his Red 
from him, it became a Serpent. ready 
to ſting him, and affrighted him, info, 
much as it made him fly ; but being 
uietly taken up, it, was. a-Rod- again, 
rviceable - for his ufe , .and- no. way, 


hurtful. 
XXXII. - 
The- Crols' of Chriſt,. and Rod. of 
every Tribulation, ſeemzng to threaten © 
Stinging and Terrour to; thoſe that 
ſhun... it :. but, they that mildly, take it 
up, and embrace it with Patience, may 
ſay with David, thy Rod and i + 
have been. my Comfort. Afﬀlidtion 
much reſembleth the Czecodile.; fly; it 
purſueth. and irighteth ; followed, it - 
- < Ll 3 flyeth- 


ty 
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th-and feareth; a ſhame to the 
| ſtant, and a Tyrant to the Ti- 
- morous. . 
iT. | XXXIII. 
Soft minds, that think only upon 
Delights, admit no other Conſideration, 
" bur in flattering Objeds, become ſo 
effeminate, as that they are apt to 
bleed with every ſharp impreflion ; 
but he that uſeth his 'Thonghts with 
 Expedation of Troubles, making their 
Travel through all hazards, and oppo- 
_ ſing his Reſolntion againſt the ſharpeſt 
- Encounters, findeth in the Product fa- 
cility of Patience, and eaſeth the Load 
of moſt heavy Troubles. 
ED + + 4 1 
' We muſt* have temporal things in 
uſe, ' but eternal in Wiſh, that in the 
one neither Delight excecd (in that we 
have no Deſire, in that we want) and 
in the other.our moſt delight is here in 
defire,and ourwhole Defire,is hereafter 
to enjoy ; they ftraiten too much their 
Joys, that draw them into the reach 
and compaſs of thexr Senſes; as if it 
' were no Facility, where- no Senſe is 
Witneſs : whereas if_we exclude our 
mp and future Contentments, Plea- 
- fures haye fo fickle an aſſurance, that 
\ either 
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either as foreſtalled before their Arrival, 
or - interrupted: before their end, or ; 
ended. before they are well begun. 
XXXV. | 

The Repetition of former Comforts, 
and the Expectation of after Hopes, 
is ever: a rehef unto.a vertuous mind 2 
whereas ' others not ſuffering their 
Lives to continue in the Conveniences 
of that which was, and ſhall be divided, 
"this day from yeſterday and to mor- 
row, and by forgetting all, and fore- 
caſting nothing, abridge their whole 
Life, into the moment of preſent- 


Eternity. 
XXXVLI. 

How ought we then: to ſubmit our 
ſelves to God's Will ; let him ſtrip you 
to the Skin, nay to the Soul, ſo he ſtay 
with you himſelf ; let his Reproach be 
your Honour, his Poverty your Riches, 
and he in lieu of all other Friends: 
think him gnough for this World, that 
muſt be all your Poſſeſſion for a whole 
Eternity ; aud in all your Croſſes and 
1 AMitions in this Life, humbly fa 
with Holy Fob, The-Lord gave, and the 
Lord taketh away, bleſſed be the Name of 
the Lord, Te Deum Laudamus. 
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